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leader meets UAE envoys 

J£P r L r ^‘ ? res ' de,, t Saddam Hussein met with special 
envoys of United Arab emirates (UAE) Presidpm 

Sultan Af Nahayan on Monday amid indications they were seekine to 
boost efforts to reconcile Iraq and Syria Irani Television 
Iraqi kadcr discussed "brotherly ' 

^earf representative, Ahmad Khalifa A! Suwaidi, and the U/S-J 
nuouter of state for foreign affairs, Rasiud Abdullah. T^eleirisionMd 
official sources did not elaborate. But the envoys had been SSSSdto 
effons l ®cnd the rift between Iraq and Syria Arab 
sources sa»d before the UAE envoys arrived in effiad thS 
** w ^ aI ? 0 d«uss efforts to ease rising region in the cSSS 
Inn and the Arab Gulf states caused by the Iran-Irao war 
the two envoys from the UAE. the Gulf statV^ith Stectei KS mI 
Iran, followed a visit to Damascus Saturday by Sheikh Zaved who is aim 
^ drairman of the sre-natfon Gulf C^^Sn SidMOrf 
Syras official news agency SANA reported Monday that toe UAE 
leader met with Syrian President Hafez Al Assad Sunday. UAt 
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Arabs observe strike in Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM ( R) — Most Palestinian shopkeepers in Arab 
Jerusalem closed their shops on Monday in protest at Israeli plans to take 
over part of the Jerusalem District Electricity Company. It was the first 
commercial strike since 1979 in support of the company, the largest 
Palestinian company under Israeli rule and a symbol of Palestinian 
nationalism, union officials said. The company's 45U workers staved away 
from their jobs in their second strike this month over an Israeli cabinet 
resolution on Aug. 9 to reduce the firm's concession at the end of 1987 by 
preventing it from supplying electricity to Jews. "We see the derision to 
reduce the concession as pari of taking over the whole company... it is 
pari of their (the Israelis') policy to annex Jerusalem," Sahah Abu 
Qtecsh, deputy president of the company's union, said. A petition signed 
by hundreds of Palestinians at the company called on Arab countries to 
lend political and economic support to the ailing company. The firm has 
supplied electricity to the West Bank and Jerusalem since Ottoman 
Turkish rule under a hO-year concession that ends in December. 
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Crown Prince meets 
ffifiai and Mnasher 

AMMAN (TPetra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
oo Monday called at the Prime 
Ministry and held talks with 
prime Minister Zaid Rifai. Minis- 
ter of Supply, Industry and 
Trade Rajai Al Muasher 
attended part of the meeting. 

Parliament to meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — Upper 
House of Parliament (Senate) 
Speaker Abroad Al Lawzi has 
called the Senate for a meeting on 
Thursday. Lower House of Par- 
liament Speaker Akef Al Fayez 
also caflea the House for a meet- 
ing on Thursday. 

UNRWA chief begins 
5-day visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Giorgio 
Giacomelh, commissioner gener- 
al of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) 
arrived in Amman on Monday on 
a five-day visit to Jordan during 
which he will bold talks with ; 
government and UNRWA offi- 
cials on services to Palestinian 
lefrgees living in the country. 
Mr, Giaaxneui will also tour 
refugee camp and inspect the 
refugee conditions and will also 
bokf meetings with heads of fore- 
ign diplomatic missions in the 
country specially those whose 
countries contribute financially to 
the UNRWA's budge:. Mr. 
Giaoomelli was welcomed at the 
airport by Director of UNRWA 
affairs in Jordan Ele Saaf and a 
representative of the Ministry of 
Occupied Territories Affairs. 

Lebanon starts fuel 
ra&rotog 

BEIRUT (R) •— Lebanon’s au- 
thorities started rationing fuel oil 
on Monday because the country 
has. enough to last for only 45 
days, Economy. Industry and Oil 
Munster Victor Kassir said. He 
gave no details of the new system 
but said tighter control of fuel 
supplies would also help to curb 
souiggtiflg and save on govern- 
ment spending, petrol now costs 
300 pounds ($1.3) for 20 
litres [4A gallons) compared with 
80 pounds last year. Residents 
say some black market traders 
are asking for 700 pounds ($3). 

Iraq, Turkey to open 
second oil pipeline 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s 
*wmd oil pipeline through Tur- 
key will be officially inaugurated 
oa Wednesday, the Iraqi News 
Agency (JNA ) said Monday. The 
pipeline, running to a Mediterra- 
nean terminal al Iskenderun, has 
a capacity of half a million barrels 
per day (bpd) and has been oper- 
ating under test since July 27. It 
wffl boost Iraq's oil export ability 
waTurkey to 1.5 million bpd ana 
total exports to two million bpd 
including 500.000 via Saudi 
Arabia. 

Israel says Syria 
boosting fortifications 

TEL. AVIV (R) — Israel's chief 
®nny engineer said Monday the 
SpBu army was increasing its 
fortifications along the Golan 
"rights. Brigadier Genera! Yosef 
EjjS'said Israeli soldiers needed 
Mv&nced weapons and suitable 
hshrine to enable them to over- 
owe the new fortifications. ‘The 
Syiians in their sector are very 
Jrihe in putting up many varied 
jjrtifications.” he told Israel 
Radio. “The activity is intensive, 
wpstam ami unending." He said 
«e fortifications included mine- 
fields, trenches, artillery batteries 
and moats. 
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2 Israeli 
servicemen 
shot and 
wounded 
in Gaza 

JABALIYA, occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — Unidentified 
assailants shot and wounded an 
Israeli soldier and another man 
described as a secret security ser- 
vice agent near this Palestinian 
refugee camp late Sunday, an 
army official said Monday. The 
two men were driving in a vehicle 
near an orchard on the outskirts 
of the camp Sunday when they 
were ambushed. 

He said the victims suffered 
medium to serious wounds and 
were taken by helicopter to hos- 

f iital. The Israeli news agency 
dm said the soldier was shot in 
the waist and suffered serious 
injuries, while the other was in- 
jured lightly. 

The Palestine press service, an 
agency monitoring news in the 
Israeli-occupied territories, said 
the second man was an agent of 
the Shin Bet internal security 


Iraqis continue 
air attacks on 
Iran’s oil sites 

BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraq said its fight- 
er-bombers attacked an oilfield near Ahvaz 
in southwest Iran on Monday, intensifying 
pressure on Iran’s economic lifeline amid 
rising tensions and a growing U.S. naval 
presence in the Gulf. 


service. The army official denied 
the report but refused to identify 
the victims. 


identify 


The army imposed a curfew 
after the attack, preventing peo- 
ple and vehicles from entering or 
leaving the occupied Gaza Strip. 
Itim said. Hundreds of people 
and cars waited at army roadb- 
locks until the curfew was lifted at 
7 a.m., it said. 

Dozens of armed soldiers car- 
rying maps on Monday combed 
the Jabaliya camp, a shantytown 
of cement barracks where about 
15,500 Palestinian refugees live. 

In Beirut, an anonymous tele- 
phone caller said the Palestinian 
group Force 17 was responsible 
for Sunday's attack. 

The caller told an international 
news agency in Beirut he spoke 
for Force 17, which is affiliated to 
the mainstream Fateh faction of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 


Iran said its gunners shelled 
“military and industrial targets’* 
in the Iraqi port of Umm Qasr 
Monday in retaliation for Iraqi 
attacks on villages in western Iran 
and “industrial units" in oil-rich 
Khuzestan province. 

Tehran's official Islamic Re- 
public News Agency, monitored 
in Nicosia, said the shelling “will 
continue until Iraq stops its 
attacks on non-military targets in 
Iran.” 

The Iraqi News Agency, also 
monitored in Nicosia, quoted a 
military spokesman in Baghdad 
as saying that the jets scored 
destructive hits on production in- 
stallations in the Ahvaz no. 1 
oilfield at 2.55 p.m. (1055 GMT). 

There was no immediate com- 
ment from Tehran. But IRNA 
said that some Iranian civilians 
were killed and wounded in Iraq 
air raids Sunday. 

Monday's air raid was the third 
in two days against Iran's major 
oilfields in southwest Khuzestan 
province. The Ahvaz no. 1 and 
no. 2 fields were hit .Sunday. 

The bombing raids underlined 
Baghdad's growing impatience 
with Tehran's refusal to accept a 
July 20 United Nations Security 
Council resolution calling for an 
immediate ceasefire iu the nearly 
seven-year-old Gulf war. 

Iraq has endorsed the resolu- 
tion, out has stressed it mil not 
accept a partial ceasefire in the 
so-called “tanker war” in the 


Guadalcanal prepares 
to lead next convoy 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — The 
U.S. carrier Guadalcanal, with a 
helicopter scouting ahead for 
mines, moved through the Gulf 
Monday as Iranian President Ali 
Khamenei warned America faces 
a “crushing blow" if its warships 
attack Iranian ships or ports. 

The U.S. navy kept a tight lid 
on its plans to escort another 
convoy of Kuwaiti vessels flying 
the American flag through the 
Gulf. 

One Gulf shipping source close 
to the operation told Reuter a 
news blackout was imposed on 
the next convoy’s movement so 
that Iran would not have time to 
lay fresh mines in the path of the 
reflagged tankers and their escort 
of American warships. 

“News reports in the past have 
given the Iranians 36 hours’ lead 
time...” he said. 

The supertanker Bridgeton was 
holed by a mine on the first 
convoy to Kuwait last month and 
rhe second convoy was held up 
for 36 hours last week when a 
mine was found on its route. 

“The Iranians banged (a mine) 
into the Bridgeton with very, very 
accurate timing," the source said. 

Four tankers including the 
Bridgeton were waiting off 
Kuwait while the U.S. navy 
cranked up its minehunting force 
of Sea Stallion helicopters aboard 
the Guadalcanal off Bahrain. 

Witnesses monitoring Gulf 
activity from chartered vessels 
told AP the 11,000-tonne 
Guadalcanal moved to within ab- 
out 19 kiloi .etres of Bahrain 
from the mid-Gulf area. 

The warship was first spotted 
there Sunday following a secrecy- 
shrouded passage through the 
Strait of Hormuz, the Gulfs nar- 
row gateway. 

Mr. Khamenei warned Mon- 
day that the United States feces 
“an uncertain future in the Per- 
sian Gulf,” Tehran Radio re- 

^°ln a broadcast monitored in 
Cyprus, the siae radio quoted 
him as saying: "If our ships are 
attacked by Iraq, we wiU un- 
doubtedly hit at ships belonging 
to Iraq’s allies with the U.S. flag 
or the flag of any other state 
flying above them. 

**If the USA attacks our 


warships, harbours or ports we will 
deal a crushing blow at the 
enemy." 

A shipping source said a Soviet 
vessel had turned up in the vicin- 
ity of the Guadalcanal and 
apparently was observing its 
movements from what one called 
“a safe distance" of abont five 
kilometres. 

That source, quoted by AP, 
said the Soviet ship bad previous- 
ly been stationed outside the 
strategic waterway to resupply 
four Soviet warships, two frigates 
and two minesweepers, operating 
in the area. 

Tehran Radio Monday quoted 
an unidentified naval commander 
as reiterating warnings to Gulf 
states not to allow the U.S. force 
to use bases on their territory. 

“The USA needs to use bases 
in regional countries," the officer 
was quoted as saying. 

“We advise the regional coun- 
tries that ... if they make such a 
mistake and place their bases at 
America’s disposal they can be 
sure that the fire which America 
wishes to start in the region will 
be started in their countries." 

The Soviet government news- 
paper Izvestia on Monday de- 
scribed Washington’s naval acti- 
vities in the Gulf as “military 
hysteria" designed to frustrate 
Middle East peace efforts. 

“One of the basic strategic 
tasks of the escalation of tension 
in the Gulf region... boils down 
to the striving of the U.S. admi- 
nistration to disrupt the efforts of 
the world public for a just Middle 
East settlement," Izvestia said. 

"Concretely, this means to pre- 
vent the convocation of an inter- 
national peace conference on the 
Middle East, in relation to which 
some positive changes have 
arisen recently.” 

Izvestia said the Gulf war be- 
tween Iran and Iraq had been 
“provoked” primarily to distract 
world attention from the Arab- 
tsraeli conflict in the Middle 
East. 

It said Washington was using 
the Gulf situation to manipulate 
Arab countries under the motto 
“divide and conquer,” while 
Israel had contributed to current 
tensions through its role in secret 
U.S. arms sales to Iran. 


Gulf because that benefits Iran by 
allowing it to ship its viral oil 
exports unhindered. 

Iraq's air force began attacking 
Iranian oil installations a week 
ago after a three-week lull amid 
warnings by Tehran it was pre- 
pared to confront the U.S. navy 
task force escorting reflagged 
Kuwaiti tankers. Iran claims 
Kuwait aids Iraq and has singled 
out its ships for attack in recent 
mouths. 

The Iraqi agency quoted the 
unidentified military spokesman 
as saying the air raids were the 
“implementation of Iraq’s legiti- 
mate right to destroy the enemy’s 
economic resources used for the 
prolongation of Iranian aggres- 
sion against Iraq.” 

The spokesman denied Iranian 
allegations that civilian areas 
were bit in Sunday's air raids. But 
he accused Iran of “haphazard, 
incessant shelling of residential 
districts in Iraq even after the 
security council resolution.” 

He said that Iraqi civilians, 
including women and children, 
had been killed or wounded in 
the bombardments. 

In an unexpected move, Iran's 
foreign minister said Sunday his 
country would welcome a visit by 
United Nations Secretary-Gener- 
al Javier Perez de Cuellar to 
discuss security in the Gulf. 

Iran has criticised the world 

(Continued on page 3) 


U.S. knew 
‘since 1981’ 
Israel sold 
Iran arms 

WASHINGTON — Reagan admi- 
nistration officials have known 
since early 1981 Oat Israel has 
been selling arms to Iran — with 
Israel often seeking American 
approval for such transactions — 
the Washington Post has reported 
after an investigation which in- 
cluded interviews with officials in 
the U.S. and Israel, an examina- 
tion of documents obtained in 
Israel, and of testimony and ex- 
hibits from the Iran-contra faear- 


The report says the record is 
ambiguous on how the U.S. gov- 
ernment responded to Israeli offi- 
cials’ request for permission to 
ship arms to Iran. At times, tire 
account says, citing various Israeli 
and American sources, the re- 
sponse was vigorous objections; 
other times, implicit approval. 

After Reagan's election in 1980, 
Menacbem Meron, then-Israeli 
military attache in Washington, 
asked Morris Amitai, a leading 
pro-Israeli lobbyist, to ask 
National Security Adviser 
Richard ABen about the attitude 
of the new administration to 
Israel’s shipping some spare parts 
to Iran. Amitai interpreted 
Allen’s subsequent response as 
being a “wink and a nod" and 
“an amber light** to go ahead. 

Once Reagan took office, for- 
mer defence minister Arid Shar- 
on raised the issue with then U.S. 
secretary of state, Alexander 
Haig. There are confOcttng re- 
ports abont whether Haig actoaBy 
approved the transaction of U.S.- 
made spare parts. Defence Secret- 
ary Caspar Weinberger told a 
congressional panel investigating 
the Iran-contra affair that the 
Israeli officials used to tefl him, 
"Al Haig said it (the sales) was 
okay.” 

One of Iran’s major deals with 
Israel was a reported $200 miliioi) 
shipment that began in July 1981, 
tire report said. 

The Post complained that the 
congressional investigation of the 
Iran-contra affair shed little light 

(Continued on page 3) 


Jordan 
receives 
Saudi aid 
instalment 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
received $1193 million in aid this 
month from Saudi Arabia, the 
only conntry still honouring 
pledges made at an Arab summit 
in 1978. 

Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, 
quoted by the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, thanked Saudi Arabia 
for the payment, the second aid 
instalment this year. Petra did not 
specify the amount bat Finance 
ministry sources quoted by Reu- 
ters said the Saudis had paid 
$1193 million this month ami a 
similar amount in March. 

Mr. Rifai expressed Jordan's 
thanks and appreciation to King 
Fabd Ibn Abdul Aziz of Saudi 
Arabia and for the Saudi govern- 
ment for its con tinning support to 
Jordan. 

The Saudi support, the prime 
minister added, is a true man- 
ifestation of the brotherly and 
distinguished relations between 
His Majesty King Hussein and 
King Fabd and also a demonstra- 
tion of Saudi Arabia’s keenness on 
further bolstering existing bilater- 
al relations and supporting Jor- 
dan’s steadfastness. 

At tire 1978 Arab summit in 
Baghdad, seven oil-producing 
states promised aid to Jordan, 
Syria, Lebanon and tire Palestine 
Liberation Organisation to help 
them against Israel. 

Jordan was promised $135 bil- 
lion a year, but only Saudi Arabia 
has consistently paid its foil share 
of $358 million. The agreement 
expires next year. 


Minister :Limits on degree equivalence 
aim at curbing unemployment rate 


By Salameh Ne’matt 
and Nermeen Murad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — Higher Education 
Minister Nassereadin Al Assad 
said Monday that a recent minis- 
try decision to limit its endorse- 
ment of foreign university de- 
grees was aimed at curbing the 
surplus of graduates in certain 
fields of higher education and 
direct students to specialisations 
more relevant to the Kingdom's 
economic problems. 

The decision, introduced by 
the Higher Education Council 
and endorsed by the minister, 
stated that the ministry was “nor 
committed" to issue university 
degree equivalence to students 
who studied abroad unless tawjihi 
averages of these applicants com- 

S ilied with the requirements of 
ordanian universities. These re- 
quirements state that medical de- 
grees would be endorsed only if 
the student obtained a minimum 
average of 85 per cent; engineer- 
ing students would need a tawjihi 
average of 80 per cent; and 65 per 
cent for all other specialisations. 

The decision, according to the 
minister, exempts those who have 
already obtained acceptance from 
universities abroad based on this 
year's first semester grades and 
those who obtained tawjihi be- 
fore this year and are serving the 
compulsory military service and 
intend to apply for further educa- 
tion abroad. 

Dr. Assad speaking at the 
Monday press circle — an infor- 
mal gathering of local and foreign 
journalists — - explained that the 
decision would go into effect at 



Dr. Nassereddin Al Assad 
least four years from now as 1987 
tawjihi graduates start graduating 
from universities abroad. 

He said that “it is the right of 
parents and students to know 
about the decision ahead of 
time." 

The “decision." he added, “is 
meant as a scientific and 
academic advice for our children 
in certain specialisations to make 
them aware of the needs of the 
society and the country's de- 
velopment plans." 

"We want to urge our children 
.to avoid fields where supply is 
more than demand." the minister 
said. “This is one aspect of the 
unemployment problem.” 

Dr. Assad explained that Jor- 
dan, with its scarce resources, 
suffers from an economic situa- 
tion that requires careful plan- 
ning. 

Defending the ministry's mea- 
sure, the minister said that the 
derision in no way deprived stu- 
dents from seeking education 
abroad. “The ministry does not 
object to students’ studying 
abroad,” he said. "But it will not 


be committed to issue equiva- 
lence to rheir degrees." 

He explained that after gradua- 
tion. "we would be willing to 
offer those who prove they will 
work in the private sector a docu- 
ment that would serve as a degree 
equivalence." 

The minister said that if stu- 
dents insisted on certain spe- 
cialisations. the government 
could not guarantee employment. 
“We cannot have double stan- 
dards." the minister said. “How 
can we consider this a free system 
and then be obliged to provide 
employment in the government." 

Responding to questions raised 
over the legality of the decision. 
Dr. Assad said that there was no 
contravention of the people's 
right to education enshrined in 
international law as well as the 
Jordanian Constitution. "The 
Constitution does not say we 
should provide jobs in the public 
sector." Dr. Assad said. "Coun- 
tries that guarantee public jobs 
also control education.’’ he 
pointed out. 

The minister stressed that the 
problem of unemployment 
among medicine and engineering 
graduates in Jordan was caused 
by a surplus of graduates in these 
fields. 

Currently 6.000 Jordanians are 
studying medicine and 10.853 in 
engineering studies in universities 
abroad, and 620 medicine gradu- 
ates and 1,377 engineering gradu- 
ates have been registered at the 
Civil Service Commission by the 
end of last month as unemployed, 
he said. These figures included 
only those who registered at the 
(Continued on page 3) 


155 killed as Northwest ■ a 

plane crashes in Detroit WEST BERLIN (Agencies) 

JL Former Hitler deputy Fuel 


ROMULUS, Michigan (Agen- 
cies) — All 153 people aboard a 
Northwest Airlines jet which 
crashed on a highway died in the 
fiery plunge, the second worst air 
crash in U.S. history, aviation 
officials said Monday. 

The plane caught fire seconds 
after takeoff Sunday night, clip- 
ped a building and plummeted 
into cars on a busy highway in 
Romulus, a western suburb of 
Detroit The six-lane highway 
links Detroit and Chicago. 

A spokesman for the Wayne 
County sheriff's office, whose 
jurisdiction includes Romulus, 
said in addition to those on board 
at least two motorists died in the 
tragedy. 

“There were no survivors,” 
said Northwest spokeswoman 
Sandy DahJen. 

The cause of the disaster was 
not immediately known. Some 
press reports suggested there 
might have been a bomb aboard, 
but federal officials discounted 
the reports. 

Dahlen said the plane was car- 
rying 144 passengers and nine 
crew. Three of the crew members 
were in transit and not working 
on the flight. 

Steven Rothmeier, the airline's 


chairman, said in a statement 
issued at the company's head- 
quarters in Minneapolis, Minne- 
sota, that Northwest was “stun- 
ned by this tragic loss.” 

“The entire Northwest family 
of more than 34,000 employees is 
stunned by this tragic loss,” Mr. 
Rothmeier said in a statement. 
“With our condolences, we have 
extended to the families a com- 
mitment for every possible assist- 
ance." 

The McDonnell Douglas MD- 
80, an updated version of the 
DC-9, had arrived from Saginaw, 
Michigan, and was en route to 
Phoenix and suburban Los 
Angeles. It crashed in clear 
weather at 8:46 p.m. (0046 
GMT), moments after taking off 
from Detroit Metropolitan Air- 
port. 

It was the first major commer- 
cial plane crash in the United 
States in almost a year. 

MhJiael Moore, 14, who was 
stali ng near a building at the 
airport, said Monday he saw an 
“orange glow, like on fire behind 
the building. And the glare is 
what made me look.” 

Moore told a television inter- 
viewer that the orange glow was 
“around the engines, in the back. 


covering the engines." 

Among those injured were a 
four-year-old girl and a man be- 
lieved in his 30s, who were both 
in critical condition Monday at 
the University of Michigan 
Medical Centre in Ann Arbor, 
said a hospital spokeswoman, 
Catherine Cureton. 

There were conflicting reports 
on whether the girl had been on 
the plane. 

Cureton said the girl had been 
on the ground. 

However, three people who 
identified themselves as relatives 
of the girl said she was on the 
plane, according to Monsignor 
William Ralph Harvey of New- 
port Beach, California. Monsig- 
nor Harvey was among the clergy 
who comforted relatives of pas- 
sengers at a sheriff's station near 
the flight's ultimate destination, 
John Wayne airport in suburban 
Los Angeles. 

Jeriy Linton, federal aviation 
administration tower chief, said 
taped conversations between con- 
trollers and Flight 255 crew have 
not been reviewed. Controllers 
witnessed the crash but Linton 
gave - no further details. 

The jet’s “black box ." has 
been recovered, officials said. 


in prison 

WEST BERLIN (Agencies) — 
Former Hitler deputy Fuehrer 
Rudolf Hess died Monday at age 
93. the Western allies announced. 

A statement released by British 
diplomatic spokesman Anderson 
W. Purdon said that Hess died in 
the Spandau military prison in 
West Berlin. Hess had been serv- 
ing a life sentence there for war 
crimes. 

Cause of death was not re- 
leased. 

“After the necessary arrange- 
ments have been made, the body 
of Rudolf Hess will be handed 
over for burial to the family 
residing in the Federal Republic 
of Germany," according to the 
written statement released to the 
news media. 

Security sources quoted by 
Reuter said Hess was taken to the 
British military hospital from 
Spandau prison where he was 
sent in 1947 to serve a life sent- 
ence under the guard of the 
Soviet, U.S., British and French 
military who have formally occu- 
pied the city since the defeat of 
Nazi Germany in 1945. 

Outside the' hospital, a modern 
five-storey building, about five 
British soldiers stood guard but 
there was no other sign of activ- 
ity. It was not clear if Hess' body 
was still there. 


Iranians lift siege of 
Saudi mission in Tehran 


Arab held, arms found in 
probe into Adhami attack 


RIYADH (Agencies) — The Ira- 
nians have lifted a two-week siege 
on the Saudi Arabian embassy in 
Tehran and allowed the Saudi 
flag to fly again over the premis- 
es, the chief Saudi diplomat in the 
Iranian capital was quoted as 
saying Monday. 

But the slight easing of tension, 
following the death of hundreds 
of Iranian pilgrims in the Mecca 
riots of July 31, suffered a setback 
at the same time with the re- 
ported expulsion from Saudi Ara- 
bia of the supervisor of the Ira- 
nian pilgrims in Mecca. 

Iran’s official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) said the 
supervisor, Hojatoleslam Rezai 
Karubi, and six other Iranian 
officials, were arrested Sunday 
night- They were put on a plane 
and deported to Tehran after 
being held for more than 17 
hours, added the agency, which is 
monitored in Nicosia, Cyprus. 

The Saudi charge d'affaires in 
Tehran, Basheer Al Roumi, told 
the Saudi newspaper Al Sharq Al 
Awsat that he was “grateful* to 
Iranian President Ah Khamenei 
for denouncing the mob takeover 


of the Saudi and Kuwaiti embas- 
sies the day after the Mecca riot. 

Mr. Roumi described as “posi- 
tive" Mr. Khamenei's declara- 
tions last Friday, that “there 
should be no attacks on the 
embassies of Islamic countries on 
Iranian soil and under the protec- 
tion of the Iranian government.” 

“Such a public denunciation 
had a good echo and was well 
received by all members of the 
Arab, Islamic and foreign di- 


plomatic corps in Tehran,” Mr. 
Roumi was quoted as saying. 
“Matters are moving from 


good to better, and efforts are 
being exerted to restore matters 
to normal between the two coun- 
tries and to consider what hap- 
pened as a transient crisis in our 
relations," Mr. Roumi told the 
Saudi newspaper in the telephone 
interview conducted Sunday. 

He said Saudi diplomat 
Mosaad Al Ghamdi, who had 
been badly injured when the 
embassy was sacked and kept at a 
Tehran hospital, out of reach of 
the rest of the embassy staff for 
several days, was to be flown 
home. 


LONDON (AP) — Detectives 
have arrested an Arab and unco- 
vered a cache of explosives and 
weapons destined to be used in 
guerrilla attacks throughout 
Europe. Scotland Yard said 
Monday. 

The discovery came in the in- 
vestigation of the attempted 
assassination last month of one of 
the Arab World's most con- 
troversial political cartoonists, 
Ali Naji Awad Al Adhami. 

Mr. Adhami, who was shot in 
the head on July 22 while walking 
on a London street, remains in 
critical condition on a life-support 
machine. 

Scotland Yard announced that 
detectives, led by Superintendent 
Alan Talbot, raided an apartment 
in Hull, a port town on the 
northeast England coast, last 
Wednesday ana arrested an Arab 
suspect and found the munitions 


The Arab, identified only as a 
28-year-old research assistant, 
was being questioned in London. 
Scotland Yard said. No charges 
have been brought against him. 
A second Arab was held for 


questioning in London but was to 
be released later Monday, it said. 

The munitions included 31 
kilogrammes of explosives, four 
assault rifles, seven band gre- 
nades, bomb-making equipment 
such as detonators and clocks, 
3nd a variety of ammunition and 
magazines, the announcement 
said. 

“All the items were hidden in 
the flat and, we believe, were 
being stored for future terrorist 
attacks Europe-wide,” it said. 

“The hunt for the attempted 
assassin of Mr. Adhami con- 
tinues,” it said. 

Mr. Adhami, a Palestinian, 
worked for the Kuwaiti newspap- 
er Al Qabas and was an outspoken 
critic of not only Israel but also 
the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion and many facets of Arab life 
and politics. 

He was shot by a lone gunman 
who walked up and fired at short 
range, hitting him in the bead. 

Scotland Yard did not explain 
why the announcement was de- 
layed so long after the raid took 
place early last Wednesday. 
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. Middle East news 

imesweepers head for Gulf 

i: U.S. can deal with mine threat 

\ A aJ.ah a( cunrwxc* nrnhahlu Iran ic frvina ntMt " hp said arirlirie that mar 
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LONDON (Agencies) — A squadron of British mine 
-.varfare vessels quietly left their base in Scotland for 
Ihe Gulf Monday as diplomats tried to find them a 
port to operate from when they start mine-hunting 
::i ihr waterway. 


i?kvster and Hunvorth sailed 
iri’in Rc-siih after six days of 
hectic preparation following Bri- 
decision to send a mine, 
weeping force to join three 
v, nr-ilun’i and a support vessel 
already protecting British ship- 
pin-: in the Gulf.' 

Two other ships. Brecon and 
! 5 roi!:lesb>. and the support ves- 
sel AhJiel were joining them 
i;itci Monday for the o.iXJO-mile 
trip t-i Mie war zone. The journey 
i- expected to take up to five 
»wefcv 

L'v'eiice Ministry sources said 
lire rep.iir ship Diligence, based 
she ralMands. would also sail to 
the Gulf to link up with the 
oiiiivh task force. 

\s the squadron left harbour, 
Jriiixh diplomats continued 
.•l forts 10 till'd the ships an operat- 
ing h.i>e in the area. 

"Se.eral ^i.iuntrics have been 
.:pp:> -ached. You can understand 
‘heir pom lion in the circumst- 
miccm ~ili.it is nhv it is being done 
disciecth. But defence "chiefs 
anuM like to have it set up as 
■..i'. i .!< possible." one official 
..id. 

l/.-pli -malic sources in London 
•aid they expected a decision in 
fl:e aesi few days on Dutch prop- 
.-viS lor a European minesweep- 
ing ■.■i'sVirt. possibly under the 
u^pitei "f the Western Euro- 
pean Union (WEU). a seven- 
r ..Ki.>.i group whose aims include 
anpr-oed defence coordination. 

"• w.nild not be surprised if 
'here v. js a decision to send some 
inu ot mines wee ping force. I 
• n i i : >mk it would be under any 
•ort unified command, but the 
Y-.TL' idea would give some 
.ventr*- a reason for going.** 
-r.e diplomat said. 

I diplomatic sources said the 
Irriii !\ mines wee ping fleet would 
>:i'! i perate under" the senior 


British commander in the area 
although they would expect local 
cooperation between friendly na- 
tions with minesweepers in the 
region. 

British officials have said the 
British mine warfare vessels, built 
of reinforced plastic and carrying 
sophisticated detection and 
sweeping equipment, would con- 
centrate on clearing a defined 
channel in the danger zone. 

Since British Defence Secret- 
ary George Younger announced 
the decision to send the mine 
warfare ships to the Gulf, dock- 
yard employees have worked 
round the clock to install extra 
machine-guns and a cannon as 
well as satellite communications 
equipment. 

Meanwhile U.S. officials said 
Sunday the United States and its 
allies can cope with Iranian mine- 
laying in the Gulf, but Iran 
should not assume U.S. forces in 
the region will limit themselves to 
finding and disabling mines. 

“We certainly have the capabil- 
ity in the Gulf to deal with the 
mine threat.'* National Security 
Adviser Frank Carlucci said on 
NBC-TV's Meet the Press. 

Mr. Carlucci added, however, 
that the threat posed by mines 
could not be eliminated entirely. 

Iran's Parliament Speaker. 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. was quoted 
Sunday as saying that Iran can 
“make mines like seeds.” The 
remarks w-ere carried by Iran's 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA). monitored in Cyprus. 

White House Chief of Staff 
Howard Baker, interviewed on 
CBS-TV’s Face the Nation, 
blamed Iran for planting mines in 
the Gulf, and said international 
efforts to counter the mine-laying 
would go on. 

“It is dear that someone, I 


Israeli charged with murder, 
k? knapping in California 


LifS ANGELES (AP) — A 
i.j'kij Israeli was charged with 
t.utrd-.v flu allegedly arranging a 
1 ~i , l:n.i -o h.- could offer author- 
■■■-■ ir.iorni-.itiun about the crime 
•; c: .ii-ie lor lenient treatment 

•i . .i. ih.-r case. a prosecutor 

Miih.cl Birman. 31. was 
_e«i Friday with murder, rob- 
'•.•u J kidnapnins in the death 
•-i ,:i rim- Reyes, who allegedly 

piv'.-.'. d at random and shot to 

-a April IS. said Deputy 

I Mr:.: ■■ tiomey Pamela A. Fer- 

i 

l i* . 'i mts alter the Reyes fcilf- 
I.ir.Mai! allegedly called the 
l . • . ogcSe- iVuiniv sheriffs de- 
'• -v.v.'.m Malibu substation from 
Ki'.c-ide County Jail. Ms. 

. . r:.-:o -■•in.l. 

’i’li.' pr-'^-cutor said Birman 
JL-.m’! . told deputies the num- 


ber of shots fired, the calibre of 
the weapon and the victim's 
identity, right down to an incor- 
rect address that still was in 
Reyes' wallet. 

Birman's knowledge of the 
crime so soon after it occurred in 
another county made detectives 
suspect that he was involved, 
investigators said. 

At the time of the telephone 
call. Birman had been in the 
Riverside County Jail for a year 
following his arrest in Palm De- 
sert on cocaine possession 
charges. 

Birman's three alleged accom- 
plices. all of California, are 
awaiting trial in connection with 
the murder. 

They have pleaded innocent 
and their next hearing is sche- 
duled on Sept. 4. 
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suppose probably Iran, is trying 
to dissuade the' United States 
from carrying out its objective, 
which is freedom of commerce on 
the high seas in the Gulf,” he 
said. "We re doing a lot about it, 
and it*s become an international 
effort. ... I think that will con- 
tinue.** 

The U.S. mine-clearing effort 
should not be a signal to Iran that 
the United States will take only 
protective actions, he said. 

“The Iranians should not be 
deceived. They should know that 
although the Lhiited States has 
acted in a restrained way, that the 
United States will not fail to 
protect its own vital interests," 
Mr. Baker said. 

The chief of staff stopped short 
of discussing possible retaliatory 
moves, saying: “I sort of hope the 
Iranians wonder about that.” 

Mr. Carlucd said the naw is 
“putting resources in the Gulf 
and we expect to be able to 
protect our ships.” 

He did not discuss spedfic ship 
movements, but reports from the 
Gulf said the USS Guadalcanal 
had arrived in the region over- 
night and U.S. minesweeping 
helicopters were flying what 
appeared to be practice drills 
over the Gulf. 

The Guadalcanal was dispatch- 
ed to the Gulf when mines 
threatened to disrupt the U.S. 
plan for reflagging 1 1 Kuwaiti oil 
tankers and protecting them 
against any Iranian attack. 

One U.S.-reflagged tanker, the 
Bridgeton, was damaged when it 
hit a mine in the Gulf last month 
while under U.S. navy escort. A 
U.S.-operated supertanker last 
week hit a mine in the Gulf of 
Oman. And on Saturday, a pri- 
vately owned supply boat sank 
when it hit a mine in the Gulf of 
Oman. 

Democratic Rep. Lee Hamil- 
ton, interviewed on the NBC 
Programme, said many lawmak- 
ers remain deeply concerned ab- 
out U.S. involvement in the Gulf. 

“There's an uneasiness. 
There’s a nervousness in the Con- 


gress.” he said, adding that many 
objections centre around what he 
called the "open-ended” nature 
of the U.S. commitment. 

Once the ships were reflagged, 
though. “I agree with Mr. Canuc- 
d . - that we ought not now to cut 
and run. ... We have to show 
restraint in our military posture, 
but we certainly can’t pull out,” 
Mr. Hamilton said. 

"We are hopefol that we can 
reduce tensions in the Gulf, to 
the point where escorting will no 
longer be necessary,” Mr. Car- 
lucci said. He said the administra- 
tion hopes for a follow-up United 
Nations ceasefire resolution 
“which would put some teeth into 
the first resolution, by imposing 
sanctions on whichever party did 
not adhere.” 

Asked whether the War Pow- 
ers Act was likely to be invoked, 
Mr. Carlucd said it was a legal 
matter. The resolution requires 
the president to consult with Con- i 
gress before sending U.S. forces 
into hostilities. 

“In terms of the number of 
ships that are in the Gulf, it's 
relatively small compared to our 
total navy. ... If, in some point in 
time, it appears to the lawyers 
that we should notify Congress 
under the War Powers Act, the 
president will dearly do so,” be 
said. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Baker said the 
United States is "well aware” of 
the potential threat of Iranian 
attacks on United States embas- 
sies or other installations and is 
working to counter iL 

"I believe the United States 
government is well aware of the 
dangers involved and has taken 
appropriate steps to provide 
against them” he said in response 
to questions about reports that 
Iran may be preparing for a 
round of embassy attacks. 

Robert Lamb, chief of the 
State Department's Bureau of 
Diplomatic Security, said Friday 
in Washington that Iranian offi- 
cials have been checking out U.S. 
embassies to find potential 
vulnerable targets. 


U.S. Air Force head says 
Lavi not in Israel’s interest 


TEL AVIV (R) — U.S. Secret- 
ary of the Air Force Edward 
Aldridge said Monday the United 
States believed it would be a 
mistake if Israel continued to 
develop the costly Lavi warplane. 

“Our view of the programme is 
that it would not be in the best 
interest of the Israeli gove rnm e nt 
because of the impact it will have 
on other programmes that are 
equally important,” Aldridge, on 
a five-day visit to Israel, told 
reporters. 

Israel’s cabinet postooned a 
decision on the future or the Lavi 
for a seventh time Sunday. 
Washington has urged it be scrap- 
ped though Israel has spent $1.5 
billion, mostly in U.S. aid money, 
on developing the plane. 

A cabinet statement Sunday 
said the vote was delayed for a 
week or two because Prime 


Minister Yitzhak Shamir, who 
favours continuing the project, 
wanted the divided government 
to reach a more united stand. 

Aldridge said Israel ultimately 
would decide the Lavi’s fate for 
itself and Israeli- American joint 
military efforts would be un- 
harmed by a vote to continue the 
project. 

“We would be disappointed 
but as far as relationships that 
exist, it will not affect any rela- 
tionships between the U.S. and 
the Israeli government,” 
Aldridge said. 

Israeli defence chiefs praise the 
Lavi's technological prowess but 
say the country should scrap it 
and invest in a less costly U.S. 
alternative, such as U.S.-made 
F-16 fighters, to free money for 
other military needs. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 

EXHIBITIONS 

* An cxhftitioa of plastic ail by 
Mohammad AJ Kcswani at iSe Hous- 
ing Bank Gallery (until Sep*. 15). 

An exhibitioa of photographs by 
Munir AI Asi at the Abdul Hamid 
Sboman Foundation (until August 25). 

VIDEOS 

* The ABC News at 7:00 p.tn. at the 
American Centre. 

* “L ’Espagnc" at 4:00 p.m. at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre ... 637U09 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centra 644 203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624UI9 

Tvktsh Cultural Centra .. ...... 639777 

Hava Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Gly 667ISI/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 6371 1 1 

Umv. of Jordan Library 8<3555 

MUSEUMS 


artists from man of tbc Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
I9tb Century orientalist artists. Muala- 
zah. Jabal Luwcibdeh. Opcniitt bouts: 

10.00 a.m. - I JO p.m. and 2.00 p.m.- 

6.00 p.m. Cosed Tuesdays. Tel. 
63012s. 

Martyrs’ Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports Oty. Amman. 
Opening hours 9.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 


:d Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


The Amman Lious CUk Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at the 
Regency Pibec Hold. 7 JO p.m. 
Uobs MrirbHa Chib. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday al 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
PMbrlrihhia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1 JO p.m. 

RaCary CUb. Meetings every Tuesday 
at tbe Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534. 
817534. 


“Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum" Fun and knowledge fur all 
ages, plus a small planetarium al the 
Hava Arts Centre. Open all week 9:00 
a.m. - 1:00 n.m. and 3:30 p.m. - fcUU 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over WJU years old. AKn mosaics 
from Madahn and Jcrash (4th in I8(h 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.01 a.m. -5 p.m. 
Year-round Tel. fi$l7nfi. 

Jordan ArcfHeofogkal Museum: HoS 
an excellent rplkctinn of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal Al Gala 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.1X1 
a.m.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 1(1.00 a.m. to 4.QU p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic I 
Jabal Amman. Td. 624590. 

Church of tbe Aanuutiatton (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdeh. Td. 
637440. 

De ta Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Termda Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luwcibdeh. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet cvcrv Saturday al 5:30 
p.m. Tel: 621)66 

Churth of the Anmuriatron (Greek 
Orthodox! Ahdali. Td. 62354 1 . 
Angfkan Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Td. 615383. 
Armenian CathoGc Church Ashrafkh. 

Tel ‘*71331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashru- 

fich. Td. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (SvriJn Ortho- 
dox) Axhraficb. Td. 771751. 

Amman htferuatiMnl Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets al Southern 
Baptist School in Shmcisani. Tel. 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Amman. 
Arabic Service: Sunday 7:01) p.m. 
Rainbow Congregation. English Ser- 
vice: Saturday 6 JO p.m. Rev. N. Smir, 
Tel. 811295. 


U.S. 

reportedly 
plans $lb 
arms sales 
to Saudis 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
newspaper report Monday says a 
U.S. government plan to sell 
1,600 Maverick anti-tank missiles 
to Saudi Arabia, withdrawn ear- 
lier this year in the face of con- 
gressional opposition, will be re- 
submitted to lawmakers. 

The missiles will be induded in 
a proposed Sl-billion arms sale to 
the Saudis, said the Washington 
Post, quoting sources familiar 
with tbe plan. 

Administration officials had 
said in July that the Maverick 
request would be resubmitted 
within a few months. The Post 
said the administration is ex- 
pected to notify Congress shortly 
after it returns from its summer 
recess on Sept. 9. 

In addition to the Maverick 
missiles, the package would in- 
dude 14 of the latest F-15 jet 
fighter planes and improvements 
for earlier-model F-ISs and 
other U.S. weaponry already in 
Saudi stockpiles, the Post re- 
ported. 

The administration withdrew a 
notification of sale for the Maver- 
ick deal in June when congres- 
sional opposition stiffened after 
reports that the Saudi Air Force 
did not aid the USS Stark when it 
was attacked by an Iraqi jet on 
May 17. 

The administration insisted 
that the attack, in which 37 U.S. 
sailors died, was inadvertent and 
that the Saudi response was prop- 
er and prompt. 

In Santa Barbara, California, 

| where President Ronald Reagan i 
.is vacationing, an administration 
official who asked not to be iden- 
| tified told the Associated Press 
that there was never any consid- 
eration given to abandoning the 
sale to the Saudis. 

Charges 

dropped 

against 

Karami 

murder 

suspect 

BEIRUT (R) — Charges were 
dropped Monday against one of 
two people detained in connec- 
tion with the murder last June of 
Lebanese Prime Minister Rashid 
Karami, officials said. 

Judicial officials told Reuters 
army Sergeant Ibrahim Dagher 
would be set free after charges of 
facilitating Mr. Karaite's murder 
and violating state security were 
dropped for lack of evidence. 

Mr. Karami was killed when a 
bomb ripped through his army 
helicopter on June 1. Another 
soldier, Elie Sleibi. is being held 
by Swedish authorities for ques- 
tioning. 


Ownership of $8m in Iran arms deal 
in Swiss accounts remains unresolved 


WASHINGTON (AP) — One of 
the central issues left unresolved 
in the (ran-contra affair is the 
ownership of roughly S8 million 
that sits frozen m Swiss bank 
accounts once controlled by mid- 
dlemen. 

The money appears to be a key 
element in the case that Lawrence 
Walsh, the independent counsel, 
is trying build against several of 
the principal figures in the affair, 
according to sources familiar with 
the investigation. 

“The U.S. government 
apparently aims to argue that 
these funds were illegelly con- 
verted, and, therefore, are U.S.- 
govemment funds, and there was 
fraud involved," said one person 
with knowledge of the investiga- 
tion. He spoke on condition of 
not being identified. 

Another source, also speaking 
anonymously, said Mr. Walsh 
apparently will take the position 
that funds were misappropriated, 
and those involved will be in- 
dicted. 

James Wieghart, Mr. Walsh’s 
spokesman, said he could not 
comment on details of the crimin- 
al investigation. 

Richard Secord, the retired air 
force majorgenerai who helped 
Lt.-Col. Oliver North run tee 
Iran-contra operations, told Con- 
gress tbe money belonged to the 
“enterprise” operated by Gen. 
Secora and his business partner, 
Albert Hakim. 

Col. North was with the 
National Security Council at the 
time, while Gen. Secord and Mr. 
Hakim were acting as private 


businessmen. 

The money is held in accounts 
that received payments from the 
sale of U.S.-made arms to Iran in 
1985 and 1986. Out of that 
money. Gen. Secord, Mr. Hakim 
and Col. North created a private 
air wing to assist the Nicaraguan 
contra rebels during a period in 
which Congress had banned U.S. 
military aid to the group. 

After the Iran-contra affair was 
exposed last November, the Jus- 
tice Department acted swiftly to 
freeze disbursement of the money 
under a U.S. -Swiss legal aid 
• treaty. 

Sam Hirsch, a spokesman for 
the Senate Iran-contra commit- 
tee, said $1.4 million is in a Lake 
Resources Account. Lake re- 
sources was the Secord-Hakim 
operation. 

Mr. Hirsch said another $6-5 
million is in a Swiss fiduciao 1 
known as CSF. "Of that $6.5 
million, $5.5 million is in a sub- 
sidiary Merrill Lynch account in 
Geneva, and about $1 million is 
in Strauss Turnbull, a London 
investment house. 

The money can be moved to 
various investments, but it can’t 
be disbursed, Mr. Hirsch said. 

Mr. Walsh has not yet been 
given access to all the Swiss finan- 
cial records, and last week he 
complained that his investigation 
has been slowed as a result. 

Although a Swiss court ruled 
that the records should be turned 
over, Mr. Hakim, Gen. Secord 
and Iranian arms merchant 
Manucher Ghorbanifar appealed 
to the Swiss supreme court, which 


said it would rule on the case on 
Aue. 20. 

Mr. Ghorbanifar. who served 
as an intermediary' between the 
Iranian government and the 
Secord team, lost about S10 mil- 
lion on the deal, according to his 
attorney. Stuart Pierson. Mr Pier- 
son is considering filing a claim 
for the money m Switzerland. 

Mr. Gorbanifar's associate. 
Saudi financier Adnan Khashog- 
gi. also says he lost money. 

In simple terms, Mr. Khashog- 
gi and Mr. Ghorbanifar lent 
money to Gen. Secord. who 
boueht the weapons from the U.S, 
government. Once the weapons 
were delivered. Iran paid Mr. 
Ghorabnifar, who was to reim- 
burse Mr. Khashoggi. 

The Iranian government never 
reimbursed Mr. Ghorbanifar 
completely because the Khomeini 

f ovemment believed the United 
tales didn't live up to its end of 
the deal in a shipment of Hawk 
missile spare parts, Mr. Pierson 
said. 

"The equipment was at firs* 
not delivered and when it was 
delivered a substantial portion 
was defective,” he said. "There 
was a 500 per cent markup, con- 
trary to assurances they were 
getting an interagency U.S. 
price." 

The report by a presidential 
panel that investigated the Iran- 
contra affair indicates Mr. 
Khashoggi placed $15 million in 
Lake Resources, the Hakim- 
Secord account, on May 14. 1986 , 
But he was only repaid $8 million 
from the account. 


No end in sight for Paris-Tehran crisis 


PARIS (R) — France's diploma- 
tic crisis with Iran entered its 
second month on Monday with 
no sign of easing the deadlock 
over an Iranian interpreter sus- 
pected of terrorist Units. 

The Foreign Ministry declined 
all comment on the dispute, 
which prompted a break in di- 
plomatic relations on July 17. 

Armed police maintained their 
vigil outside the Iranian embassy 
m Paris' exclusive 16th district, 
preventing staff from leaving the 
three-storey building. 

France last month proposed 
that diplomats in both capitals be 
brought home within five days of 
the rupture. But an impasse over 
the status of interpreter Vahid 
Gordji has blocked efforts to 
repatriate staff, French officials 
say. 

A French magistrate is insisting 


on questioning Mr. Gordji over France ana Iran nave 
his alleged links with last year's appointed Italy and Pakistan re- 

i « B i. > • t\._- l.L-.L. cTv>.'ti\r«i(vi ia fhtnc m- 


bomb explosions in Paris which 
killed 13 people. But Iran says 
Mr. Gordji is covered by di- 
plomatic immunity and does not 
have to testify. 

Some 45 Iranians are believed 
holed up in tbe Iranian embassy 
in Paris while 11 French nationals 
are trapped in the French mission 
in Tehran. 

Commentators in Paris have 
blamed Iran for the deadlock, 
saying the Tehran authorities 
want to force Prime Minister Jac- 
ques Chirac to go back on his 
demand that Mr. Gordji obey 
French law. • • 

“Iran is waging a pitiless war of 
nerves in the hope of undermin- 
ing the French government's 
firmness,” commented the pro- 
Chirac Le Figaro newspaper. 


spectively to represent their in- 
terests following the break, but 
even this purely "formal procedure 
is bogged down. 

French officials are still waiting 
for the Iranians to rake down the 
flag of the Islamic republic and 
hoist the Pakistani banner, as 
required by diplomatic conven- 
tion. 

Newsmen, who camped out- 
side the embassy in force last 
month, have drifted away, leav- 
ing only one television crew and a 
lone press photographer. 

Police first surrounded the Ira- 
nian embassy at the end of June 
to stop Mr. "Gordji escaping but 
they did not blockade the build- 
ing until the break in relations 
last month. 


Solarz holds talks in Saudi Arabia 


.JEDDAH,, Saudi Arabia (AP) 
— U.S. Congressman Stephen 
Solarz, a prominent pro-Israeli 
Democrat from New York, 
started a visit to this important 
Arab kingdom Monday with talks 
with Foreign Minister Prince 
Sand Al Faisal. 

Mr. Solarz. a noted supporter 
of the Israeli lobby in the House 
of Representatives, arrived late 
Sunday to learn about Saudi Ara- 
bia ana the situation in the Gulf, 
diplomatic sources said. 

He is scheduled to meet a wide 
variety of Saudi officials, includ- 


ing influential Governor of 
Riyadh, Prince Salman Ibn 
Abdul Aziz, brother of King 
Fahd, the sources added, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity. 

"The Saudis are giving Con- 
gressman Solarz very good ac- 
cess,” said one American di- 
plomat. 

The sources said the Saudis will 
try to convince Mr. Solarz to call 
off the Israeli lobby hostility to 
Saudi requests for U.S. arms. 

Diplomats and military sources 
said that the heightening tension 


in the region as a result of the 
seven-year-old Iran-Iraq war 
should make the American- 
Israeli lobby look at the Middle 
East outside the context of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The U.S. administration is re- 
portedly planning to resubmit to 
Congress shortly a plan to sell 
1.600 maverick anti-tank missiles 
to Saudi Arabia. 

Congressional opposition 
forced the administration to with- 
draw notification of the multi- 
mi Ilion-doMar sale last May- 
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QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment al the Queen Alia latcmaucmat 
Airport Tel. tOHI 3X200-3. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

•6:45 Singapore. Kuala Lumpur I RJ) 

18:15 Cairo (RJ) 

18:15 Aqaba (RJ| 

18J8 Kuwait (RJ) 

1*48 Jeddah (RJ) 

10--55 Doha. Bahrain I RJ) 

11:00 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

17:30 Cairo (RJ) 

18.-98 Umaca(RJ) 

I8J5 New York. Vienna (RJ) 

1*08 Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

I9ri£ .... Copenhagen. Frankfurt (RJ) 

19:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

20:40 Tripoli (RJ) 

21:15 Rorac(RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

86 J8 Jeddah (add.) (SV1 

13:10 Riyadh (add ) | SV) 

13:28 Cairo (MS) 

13 JO Moscow (SU| 

13:30 Muscat. Doha (GF) 

14 JS Kuwait (KU) 

16:18 Riyadh (SV) 

28:80 Zurich. Lamaca (SR) 

20:10 RomcfAZ) 

23-JO Baghdad (IA) 

00:45 London. Cairo (BA) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


08:88 

08:38 

IMS 

11:45 

12:80 

13:90 

13:15 

13-J9 

13:45 

14:00 

20-JS 

3K40 

20-JO 

21:15 

22:15 

22i30 

23:09 


Aqaba (RJ) 

.... Lamaca (add.) (RJ) 

Tripoli (RJ) 

Rntnc(RJ) 

Vienna. New York (RJ ) 
Belgrade. London (RJ) 
.. Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

Cairo | RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

Lamaca (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Dhahran(Rj) 

.... Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Ahu Dhabi. Dubai ( RJ ) 
Bangkok (RJ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

0M0 Jeddah (add.) (SV) 

0930 Beirut (ME) 

14:85 Cairo (MS) 

14:45 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Muscat 
IGF) 

14:45 Riyadh (add.) (SV) 

1540 Moscow (SU) 

1SJ5 Kuwait (KU) 

17:48 Riyadh (SV) 

60 JO — Lisbon, Rio de Janeiro (I A) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Monday rates 

Local scll/buv talcs in Fds 

Belgian franc 88.W 89 J 

Dutch guilder 163 21 165 

French franc 55/ 55.7 

Kalian lira 25.4/ 25.7 

Japanese yen (for 100 ) 229.5/ 232.6 

Swedish crown 52.8/ 53.4 

Swiss rranc 221.3/ 224J 

U.K. sterling pound 547.8/ 554.3 

U.S. dollar 345 J/ 348.5 

W. German mark 183.W I 86 J 


PRAYER TIMES 

WJ 8 Fajr 

0hdJ2 (Sunrise) Dvlu 

12:48 Dhuhr 

16:18 Asr 

19:17 Maghreb 

20:41 -Mu 

WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Mete .nvlogy. 

It will be fair, with below annual 
average temperature and northwester- 
ly moderate winds. In Aqaba, winds 
wiO be northerly moderate and calm 
sea. 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman governors ic 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 1V8. 199 

Gvil Defence Irbid .... 271293. 273131 

Ovil Defence Ouwcismcb 770733 

Civil Defence Deir Alla 5730ft 

Ambulance 193. 7751 U 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

522“ •■■■ 630341 

Blood Bank 7783U3 

Ovil Defence rescue 661 1 1 1 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192. 621 1 1 1 . 637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police...., 89639 W 1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4. &248H1 
Municipal water complaints 771125/K 
Queen Alia Inti. Airpon (U8)5333W6ll 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/h 
Akilch Maternity. J.Arnn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Malcmily 642362 

Malta*. J. Amman 636I4U 

Palestine. Shmctsani 664171/4 

Shmctsani Hospital 6WI3I 

University Hospital 845845 

AKMuashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaK 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mnhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ash ra fich 7751 \ j/2fi 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospiial 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 

773111/19 

Radio Jordan 

774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 

.... 64231! 

Hotel complaints 

.... U664I2 

Price complaints 

.. . h6l I7h 

Telephone Inlormulion .. . 

12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 

10 


17 

Repair service 

II 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Fayea JaHouqa 624027 

Dr. Hussein Haddad 731267 

Dr. Adrian /^hlnol koki4D 

Dr. SutuirNahubi 812488 

Samcr pharmacy 675211 

Assaf pharmacy 895281 

Fares pharmacy bft3928 

lyad pharmacy 774822 

TAXIS 

Kayyali taxi 636730 

Taxmataxi. 644660 

Tamer taxi 

Amman laxi W 2474 

Raghdanuxi MHttl 

73*428 

Saycltaxi 77f.ni 


IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Al Hayck 

Nabuhi pharmacy 

Shams' pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yahia Tariff 

Jaber.lbn Hayyan pharmacy 
Algeria pharmacy ;.. 


MARKET prices 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley .... 


Mm-Anax. temp. 

17/27 

25/36 

19/32 

22/34 


Upper, lower price 

Banana 

Banana (Mukanultar) . 

Beans 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- Gam?!!, 

man 28J. Aqata 37. Humkfity read- Graces . 


Eggjtianl (small) 

Grapes 

Lemon (green) 

MaDow 


in fits per kg. 

320/ MJ 

270 / >2U 

340 / 280 

120 / 80 

250/200 

120 / 160 

260 / 200 

80/ 50 

90/ 60 

800/700 

250/180 

200 / 150 

60/ 40 


Marrow 

Onion (dry) .... 
Orange (local) 

Okra 

Pcadies 

Pepper (hot) ... 
Pepper (sweet) 

Plums 

Potato 

Ruddish 

Swcetmdon ... 

Tomatoes 

Watermelon ... 


270 / 200 

140/10Q 

250/200 

440 / 360 

900/700 

180/ 140 

140/ 100 

650 1 550 

220 / 160 

120/ 90 

.... 120/ ffl 
.... 110/ W 
90/ 50 






^SsHome 

ata 
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Crown Prince receives 

nonviolence delegation 

i tiM AM »!■ n 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
received at the Royal Court Mon- 
day a delegation from the Califor- 
nia-based Resource Centre for 
Nonviolence currently on a visit 
to Jordan. 

The Crown Prince briefed the 
delegation on the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and the Iran-Iraq war, 
stressing the need to end the 
fighting. 

prince Hassan also outlined 
Jordan’s efforts to achieving a 


ll«wii ni y ,eace ^ u ^ solution to the 

^!^ l 1 pr0biem lhr °“gh an 
international peace conference to 
be attended by all parties con- 
and ' h 5 permanent 
Council* ° f * he Ul ^ Security 

Cro ^ n p nnce replied to 
questions from the delegation 
members. He also welcomed 
their interest m working in the 

toe ■M?dd S Ie P S PeaCe eff0rtS in 


Crown Prince condoles Anunarin family 

hT *l is Royal Hl s ,uiess Crown Prince Hassan 
condoled Monday the Ammann family on the death of c a inm^h 

thC p f ? ther of Parikimem 6 ^ £o£mBS 
Ammann. The Crown Pnnce deputed his nrivtcpr u^i r'^ 
Mohammad Al Shobaki to convey randi!?e^. M J ''° 


Man in custody after 
killing sister in clash 


. AMMAN (J.T.) — A 21 -year old 
man was in custody Monday 
• pending interrogation in connec- 
- tioo Mth the murder of his 31- 
year-flld sister Sunday. 

A police spokesman said that 
the man, identified onlv as AM 

■ Idlted his sister by stabbing her 
several times with a sharp knife 
ferftowing a violent quarrel be- 

■ tween them. 

The man. who is in the Armed 
Forces, returned home Sunday 
, where he lives with his mother 
and sister, but found his mother 
alone. 

According to police sources. 


the man waited for his sister to 
return home and asked her where 
she had been all day. The sources 
said that the brother and sister 
quarrelled and the man took a 
knife and stabbed the girl. He 
later turned himself in at the 
Jabal Hussein police centre, 
admitting to the crime. 

The public prosecutor and the 
director of the Jabal Hussein 
security centre were investigat- 
ing. according to the source. 

Tbe body of the girl was taken 
to Jordan University Hospital for 
an autopsy. 


Jordan to attend Arab 
economic council meeting 

AMMAN fPofnl I — t T_J . „ . 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is 
taking part in the 43rd meeting of 
. the Arab Economic and Social 
Council due to be held at the 
■ Arab League headquarters in 
Tunis August 3U. 

■An announcement, following a 
Cabinet meeting, said that Minis- 


ter of Industry and Trade Rajai 
Muasher will lead Jordan’s de- 
legation to that meeting. 

The meeting will be devoted to 
the implementation of the coun- 
cil's earlier meetings which focus 
on means of developing trade 
among Arab states. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor inspects the restoration of mosaics on Mount Nebo Monday (Petra photo). 

Queen inspects Madaba mosaics 

AUViAkT HT » U W ■ . . .. «... 


AMMAN (J-T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Monday visited 
several archaeological sites in 
Mount Nebo Monday to see the 
most recent mosaic findings and 
the work currently under way to 
preserve and restore these 
mosaics, according to a press 
release from the Office of Her 
Majesty the Queen. 

Accompanied by the director 
general of the Department of 
Antiquities, director general of 
the Tourism Authority, and the 


director of the Noor AI Hussein 
Foundation, Queen Noor was re- 
ceived at the rite of Sivagha by 
the governor of Madaba and 
Father Michele Piccirilio of the 
Franciscan Archaeological Insti- 
tute, 

The Queen toured the base- 
ment of Mount Nebo church, 
where arches were uncovered and 
restored this summer. She also 
met with students working on the 
restoration and preservation of 
mosaics found in the area. 


From Siyagha, Queen Noor 
went on to Ayoun Mousa 
archaeological site and inspected 
the newly-uncovered church. Ex- 
cavations began in the summer of 
1984 by the Department of Anti- 
quities and were directed by 
Father Piccirilio. 

Her Majesty and the accom- 
panying delegation discussed 
means by which the existing 
mosaics in the 6th century A.D. 
church can be preserved." 


Princess Basma tours QASWF projects 


TAFILEH (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma, chair- 
person of the Queen Alia Social 
Welfare Fund (QASWF) made 
an inspection tour Monday of the 
Tafileh Govemorate in southern 
Jordan. 

Her first stop was at Rweim 
village where she laid the founda- 
tion stone tor the community 
centre financed by the QASWF". 

The centre, which was set up 
on 250 square-metre of land at 
the cost of JD 30,000, will be 
operational by the middle of the 
coming year. The centre will offer 
social services, specially to local 
women and children of the 1 .000 
resident village, according to the 
QASWFs spokesman. 


The spokesman said that two 
other community centres will be 
set up at Tafileh at a cost of JD 
170,000 and another at Basira at a 
cost of JD 30.00U within the 
QASWFs programmes. 

Princess Basma inspected a 
training course for men and 
women teachers employed in the 
special education programme for 
handicapped children. The 
course, which is being attended 
by 78 teachers, has Been orga- 
nised by the social development 
centre in Tafileh in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Education 
and the University of Jordan. 

The four-day course is discus- 
sing basic concepts of children's 
growth and education and ways 


for children to overcome difficul- 
ties in learning due to hearing, 
sight or other physical impair- 
ments. 

Princess Basma also inspected 
a training course for women 
working in rural areas and 
attended the final session of their 
training. The course was orga- 
nised by the QASWF and 
attended by 30 participants, all 
local women from Tafileh Gov- 
emorate. 

Women attending the course 
have been taught methods of 
developing social, economic, 
agricultural, and health services, 
with special emphasis on the role 
of local rural women in this type 
of development. 


RJ expects JD 4m profit 
after tough year in 1986 


By Alistair Lyon 

Reuters 


■ — The national carrier Royal Jordanian 
Airline, due to start going private in October, 
expects to move into the black this year after losing 
JD 1.78 million in 1986. 


Nasir Aryne. vice president for 
corporate planning, in an inter- 
view with Reuters, forecast a net 
profit of JD 4 million on the basis 
of the first seven months’ results, 
excluding foreign exchange pro- 
fits or losses. 

He said part of this would be 
proceeds from the sale to British 
Caledonian of one of the airline's 
two Boeing 747s. 

The rest would derive from 
operating profit, projected at JD 
1.3 million this year, and non- 
operating profit, mainly from 
handling services to foreign air- 
lines flying to Jordan. 

Royal Jordanian, which 
changed its name from Alia eight 
months ago. made a net loss of 
JD 1 .78 million in 1986. company 
figures show. 


Passenger traffic rose slightly 
to 653,724 in January- July from 
647,493 in the same period of 
1986, while seat factor rose 6.3 
per cent to 55.8 and load factor 
4.4 per cent to 50.6. 

Passenger traffic from the Un- 
ited States grew 13.3 per cent 
after a two-year drop. Arvne 
said. “We also had good growth 
of U-5 per cent to the Far East, 
but there is still no turnaround in 
Middle East traffic, down 17.9 
per cent.*' 

The North American market is 
vital to the airline, providing 
more than a third of its business" 
Munib Touqan. the airline's vice- 
president for public relations, 
told Reuters: "Reagan hurt us 
last year by listing "the Middle 
East as a high ris*k because of 


terrorism." 

The airline is gradually replac- 
ing its ageing Boeing 7117s and 
727s with European Airbuses. It 
currently has one Boeing 747 and 
eight Lockheed TriStars in its 
fleet of 19 aircraft serving 42 
cities around the world. 

Touqan said he expected a 
decision this year on whether to 
buy McDonnell Douglas MD-US 
or Airbus A -341 IS for" long routes. 

"We are shooting to open 
routes to Montreal. "New Delhi 
and Calcutta this year, and 
maybe Rio de Janeiro via Afri- 
ca." he said. 

Aryne said new roures next 
year might include Manila and 
Jakarta." and extensions to Au- 
stralia or Japan were possible. 

The 23-year-old company plans 
a partial privatisation in October 
by selling 10 per cent of its shares 
to employees at concessionary 
rates, with a further 30 per cent to 
be sold to Jordanians later. 

"The aim is to gain mobility 
needed to cope with changes in 
the industry." Touqan said. 


Expert advocates administrative reform 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior Lebanese 
official Monday suggested the 
formation of a specialised council 
to supervise and implement gov- 
ernment plans for administrative 
and civil service reform. 

Fawzi Hbaish, director of the 
Lebanese civil employment 
office, said such a body would be 
of "paramount necessity" to 
achieve administrative reform in 
Jordan. 

Dr. Hbaish, who has written 
several books on administrative 
development, made this sugges- 
tion on the second day of a 
specialised conference on the role 
of top level management in admi- 
nistrative reform. 

The meeting, which groups all 


under secretaries and the heads 
of various government depart- 
ments, was inaugurated by Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai Sunday. 

In his paper, "Reform of 
Administration and Legislation." 
Dr. Hbaish pointed to loopholes 
in the present civil service system 
which creates problems for effi- 
ciency in public administration. 

He noted that government de- 
partments have low labour pro- 
ductivity. He said that govern- 


ment offices have witnessed a 
flight of qualified people and a 
lack of coordination. 

Dr. Hbaish charged that salar- 
ies were insufficient, that em- 
ployees do not get sufficient 
training, that their" work is not 
properly supervised, and that 
favouritism is prevalent in gov- 
ernment employment. 

He advocated" legislation to im- 
prove the efficiency of adminis- 
tration in the Kingdom. 


Prince Abdullah opens art show 

AMMAN ( Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah opened an 
art exhibition by Mohammad Al Keswani at the Housing Bank 
Gallery Monday. On display at the month-long exhibition are 40 oil 
paintings representing Arab culture, lifestyle and the environment in 
Jordan. The opening ceremony was attended by a number of the 
Department of Culture and Arts officials, Arab and foreign 
diplomats and those interested in the art movement in JordanT 


Hammad Basin project to raise living standards 

consider the Rweishid region as a metres of water annually. Dr. The total cost of the Ri 
trial for carrying out the remain- . Shatyaatreh. nnfosL . j.--, . project is expected (<? reac 

•‘der -of. the Jordanian, pact of the ...uJhelhisdplaa; he<said,.aims to: mfllloo and will be implei 
••project. • improve thfeaSastirielaad to raise' within the current 1986-19 

Dr. Shakharreh said that the inore annuals: and i prevent soil: year national developmen 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- 
wwjjovernment will implement 
tbe tost phase of the Hammad 
•Basin project in the eastern de- 
sert regioas of the- Kingdom*™ 

. the last quarter of 1987, the pro- 
ject director. Mohammad AI 
Shakhatreh, announced Monday. 

He said that the project is 
designed to improve the living 
condition of the people in the 
•tastn area by helping them ex- 
ploit the natural resources and 
-mcrease (heir animal stock. 

Dr. Shakhatreh said that the 
government began implementing 
a pilot project a"t the beginning of 
die year by carrying out the First 
phase at Rweishid. an area of 
750, UQ0 hectares, forming nearly 
20.4 per cent of the total area of 
the Jordanian pan of the Ham- 
mad Basin. 

The whole Hammad area is 
divided among Jordan. Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq and Syria. The four 
countries are cooperating in the 
basin project, bur each country is 
implementing the project in" its 
own section." 

The government has prepared 
the basic needs for the project 
and made available the necessary 
Jtuids, equipment, technicians, 
?nd manpower on this pro- 
ject. Dr. Shakhatreh pointed out. 
The government, he said, will 


area is generally poor iq vegeta- 
tion due to insufficient rainfall, 
which averages 70 to 80 mil- 
limetres a year. The rain normal- 
ly collects in the wadis and is 
useful for pastureland. 

At least 8.5 million cubic 
metres of water collect in the 
wadis of Hammad Basin annual- 
ly. helping in the production of at 
least 52 tonnes of dry fodder for 
animal feed. Dr. Shakhatreh 
noted. 

Dr. Shakhatreh said that the 
local population raises livestock 
estimated at 90.000 heads at pre- 
sent, of which five per cent are 
goats. 

He also said that plans have 
been made for developing the 
natural resources in the basin. 
One plan involves the more effi- 
cient use of surface water to serve 
the needs of the people and their 
animals. The second entails the 
exploitation of underground wa- 
ter to irrigate land in the dTy 
season. This involves drilling of 
four to six artesian wells to a 
depth of between 300 and 400 
metres. These wells are expected 
to yield at least 48,000 cubic 


'.present 

erosion. This plan aims at in- 
creasing the output of pas- 
tu relands from 11 0 kilogrammes 
per hectare to 250 kilogrammes 
annually. 

The Hammad Basin will be 
planted with shrubs and the lands 
will be fenced off to prevent 
grazing for at least one year to 
allow vegetation to grow. Dr. 
Shakhatreh said. 

He said that . the fourth plan 
entails improving the develop- 
ment of animal wealth and aims 
at increasing the number and the 
production of Ihestock. The gov- 
ernment will establish a centre for 
fattening sheep which is ex- 
pected to make available at least 
13,000 heads of sheep every year 
for the market by the second 
year. Dr. Shakhatreh said. 

He said that the government's 
fifth plan is designed to develop 
educational services in the Ham- 
mad Basin by setting up schools, 
social centres, cooperative 
societies, and a housing project. 
The sixth plan entails the ex- 
ploitation of wind power to 
generate electric power in order 
to pump underground water. 


Dr. Shakhatreh said. 


to finance the project. 


states in 1975. 


according to Dr. Shakhatreh. 


uare kilometres, nearly 


region. 


This basin 


area of the East Bank. 
Dr. Shakhatreh said 


are settled 
bedouins. 


while the rest are 


on animals for their livelihood! 


Minister defends limits on degree equivalence 


(Continued from page 1) 

commission and that the numbers 
; of unemployed could be consider- 
higher. 

■ “Any country that respects it- 

would feel a responsibility to 
;rimfront the problem and plan to 

■ it from ail its aspects." Dr. 
lAssad said. 

The minister said the decision 
;*as based on studies presented 
I by the Ministry of Health and 
‘acuities of medicine urging high- 

requirements for medicine stu- 
: dints; 

; “I. would like to confirm that 
m M have absolutely no intention 
. ;to slop students from studying 
‘abroad," the minister stressed. 
;"If that was the intention we 
.^tdd have left it to other author- 
’ities to stop people from traveli- 
ng abroad." 

. Asked whether there was a 
; Possibility that the law could be 
■revoked before its implementa- 
tion nearly four years from now. 
*e minister said' that if the pre- 
'sent higher education council and 
;ratnselF were still in existence, the 
■decision would be enacted after 
.'the necessary legislation. Refer- 
iring to unemployment, the minis- 
;ter urged other ministries and 
;go*emmeai institutions to work 
together towards solving what he 
I described as "a difficult socio- 
;eoonomfc problem," Referring to 
* his ministry's measure, Dr. Assad 
"said: M { am ridging the bell (of 
.warning), and taking (he first 
Istep." 


"Unfortunately," he added, 
"people have not yet gotten the 
message. Everybody wants to be- 
come a doctor or an engineer.” 

He criticised the press, particu- 
larly columnists and commenta- 
tors, for what he believed was a 
misrepresentation of the minis- 
try's decision. "The decision was 
in one valley and they were writ- 
ing in another valley. They (wri- 
ters) were making judgements 
about falsehoods." 

He agreed, however, that the 
decision was taken based on “sci- 
entific studies and not public 
opinion." 

A! the outset of the press meet- 
ing, Dr. Musa Keilani. the 
gathering's organiser and director 
general of the Department of 
Press and Publications, quoted 
"banned magazines" which he 
said described the ministry’s deci- 
sion as "a violation of people’s 
riohl to education and the Jorda- 
nian Constitution." Dr. Assad 
later dismissed the accusations as 
baseless. 

Dr. Assad said that Jordan had 
the third highest level of higher 
education in the world after the 
United States and Sweden. The 
Kingdom has 34.1 per cent of 
people aged between 1_8 and.24 
currently studying in universities. 
The U.S. tops the list with 57.1 
per cent followed by 36.S per cent 
in Sweden. He pointed out that in 
Jordan, 75 percent of the popula- 
tion was under 35 years of age. 

The minister said that there 
were nearly 27,000 Jordanians 


studying in Jordanian universities 
and about 40,000 studying abroad 
in 50 countries and 250 universi- 
ties. 

"By the year 1990, we will be 
faring problems that we better 
start planning for from now," the 
minister said. 

He said 12301 Jordanian stu- 
dents were registered during last 
year as graduates from universi- 
ties abroad. The figure could rise 
to 1,500 counting students who 
did not register. He added that 
out of this year's tawjihi gradu- 
ates, nearly 21,000 out of 36,000 
students had obtained an average 
over 65 per cent, which is the 
minimum accepted by the minis- 
try for university education. The 
minister said that 6,000 tawjihi 
students were expected to be 
accommodated in Jordanian uni- 
versities, leaving 16,000 the 
choice of foreign education or 
other careers. 

Quoting ministry figures. Dr. 
Assad said 3,646 tawjihi gradu- 
ates had obtained an average 
above 80 per cent this year. This 
percentage allows them to study 


medicine or engineering in local 
and foreign universities. 

In reply to a question, the 
minister denied that the measure 
was designed to serve the com- 
mercial interests of community 
colleges in the country. On the 
contrary, he said, the ministry has 
raised the requirement for admis- 
sion in community colleges from 
a tawjihi average of 50 to 60 per 
cent. 

Iraq continues 
air attacks 

(Continued Grom page I) 
body for failing to condemn Iraq 
as the "aggressor" in the July 2u 
resolution adopted by the Secur- 
ity Council. 

Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati said Mr. Perez de Cud- 
Jar "has demonstraled good in- 
tentions towards peace in the 
region and has made positive 
proposals toward that end, in- 
cluding an eight-point plan for 
stabilising security in the Gulf 
region." 


‘U.S. knew of Israel-Iran deal in ’81* 

(Continued from page 1) 
on Israel’s role, while riling lead- 
ing Israel critic, Senator James 
McClure who argued the commit- 
tee was protecting Israel at the 
expense of developing a complete 
account. 

The Post report, which gives an 
overview of IsraeUran relations. 


says that former foreign ministry 
director-general David Kimche 
served as Mossad station chief in 
Tehran and Israeli arms dealer 
Ya’acov Nimrod] was the Israeli 
military attache, and helped train 
Iran’s military intelligence corps 
daring the time of the Shah — 
The Jerusalem Post. 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 

•Ordinary issue* No- 349 ’ Drawing of: August 17, 1987 

| Winning Tickets 

. 

A 

Holder of ticket No. 09155 

Wins JD 20,000 

r Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 800 each wins JD 80 'N 

09156 09165 09255 00155 19155 
09154 09145 09055 08155 59155 

Holder of ticket No. 48012 

Wins JD 5,000 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 400 each wins JD 40 

48013 48022 48112 49012 58012 
48011 48002 48912 47012 38012 

Holder of ticke* No. 25317 

Wins JD 2,500 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 200 each wins JD 20 

25318 25327 25417 26317 35317 
25316 25307 25217 24317 15317 

Holder of ticket No. 03694 

Wins JD 2,000 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 100 each wins JD 10 

03695 03604 03794 04694 13694 
03693 03684 03594 02694 53694 

Holder of ticket No. 34919 
Wins JD 1,000 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 80 each wins JD8 

34910 34929 34019 35919 44919 
34918 34909 34819 33919 24919 

Holder of ticket No. 33932 

Wins JD i,000 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 60 each wins JD 6 

33933 33942 33032 34932 43932 
33931 33922 33832 32932 23932 

Holder of ticket No. 51JJ25 
j Wins JD 800 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 40 each wins JD4 

51826 51835 51925 52825 01825 
51824 51815 51725 50825 41825 

Holder of ticket No. 44769 

L Wins JD 600 > 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 20 each wins JD 2 

44760 44779 44869 45769 54769 
, 44768 44759 44669 43769 34769 


Ticket numbers 36680 07923 35801 54923 win JD 200 each 

Ticket numbers 48359 29243 17023 win JD 100 each 

V — v 


TICKETS ENDING WITH 

^5737 0183 6036 8848 6118 win jd 20 each 

0854 0584 7898 8656 4039 win jdio each 

236 278 679 734 572 win jus each 

6000 tickets ending with 2 Win JD 2 each. 

v. — — — — 7 


COVER PRIZES FOR THE LOTTERY SELLERS 


Thirty covers, attached to the stub of 10 ending in 557 895 793 847 912 WinjDio 

Winners of the grand prizes in the ordinary issue number 348 of August 2, 1987 

“ M : ■ i 

a 

A mm 

Salem ferraj Sam, Asa Atw Hamwwdeh Mohammad Mohammad _ Ahmad Afeneh Raed Al Oud Mohammad Satan** 

Amman - audert Saw* Arabia • mechanic Egyptian labourer - Amman Wwa • soldier Amman - laby er Amman - student Amman ■ cfwnni 

Holt Jrsl JD 10.000 Han dry JD 10.000 Second JD 5.000 HaU third JD 1.250 Ha® Wurih JD 1.000 Hall fourth JD 1.000 Sum JD 1.000 

Next Drawing takes place on September 2, 1987 

First eight biggest prizes are issued from GUVS headquarters. 
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FOR ALL appearances. Iran has dramatically raised the stakes 
in the Gulf war by planting mines in some of the most sensitive 
and crowded areas of the strategic waterway and by issuing 
open threats that it could “sow mines like seeds'* in the 
region's waters. With Saturday's mine explosion which blew an 
unsuspecting supply boat to bits off the coast of the United 
Arab Emirates, world attention is now focused on which 
unfortunate vessel will be the next victim in Iran's vicious game 
and what the U.S.. Western Europe and the Soviet Union — all 
with declared commitments to protect the freedom on naviga- 
tion in the Gulf — will do to avert the threat. In the bargain, 
the real issue at the heart of the region's problem — that of 
finding a peaceful settlement to the al most-seven-year-old 
Iran-Iraq war — seems to be often overlooked. That appears to 
be precisely the Iranian goal. By diverting international 
attention from the actual Iran-lraq conflict to the hazards of 
navigation in the Gulf. Iran is trying to preempt any serious 
U.N. move to implement Security Council Resolution 598 
calling for an immediate ceasefire and peaceful negotiations to 
end the war. Tehran may think it has no interest whatsoever in 
heeding the U.N. call, or responding positively to any other 
effort at mediating the conflict, for the simple reason that the 
fanatic Iranian regime would only be inviting domestic turmoil 
' and uprising against religious oppression and economic 
hardships at home. By the same token, the repeated Iranian 
threats, war cries and pledges to continue fighting until victory 
should also be seen as aimed at internal consumption in Iran as 
a diversionary tactic to keep the fanatics firmly in power in 
Tehran. 

Hie net result of all this is a rising feeling of despair in the 
Arab World. The only light at the end of the tunnel seems to be 
the scheduled meeting of Arab foreign ministers in Tunis on 
Aug. 23. However, judging from our past experiences, one 
tends to be sceptical about the outcome of the meeting unless it 
is followed by a wider gathering of Arab leaders of the highest 
level. The gravity of the situation in the Gulf which leaves the 
region wide open for superpower meddling, and the Arab 
desire for peace in the Gulf warrant an Arab summit. Never 
before has the Arab situation been so grave or the dangers 
confronting the Arab World been so clear; the only answer lies 
in unambiguous Arab action with a united voice and strategy. 

It is time .for the all Arab states to realise the gravity of the 
threat posed by the regime in Tehran and close their ranks 
against Iran. It is time for the Arab W'orld to bury its 
differences and take decisive actions to counter the present 
danger. Any hesitation on the part of any Arab states could 
prove disastrous for all Arab states. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra 7: Administration — a case for reform 


A four-day seminar on the role of higher administrative officials in 
promoting public administration service in the country opened in 
Amman Sunday. Its aim is to develop government agencies and 
various departments in such a manner as to offer belter service to the 
public. Prime Minister Zaid Rifai. who opened the seminar, 
expressed the government keenness on achieving this end and 
referred to the work of the Royal Commission for Administrative 
Reform in this respect. Tire prime minister pointed to the importance 
of job description for defining the work of the head of an 
administrative department and underlined the need for the head of 
department to dedicate his time and effort for promoting the work of 
his department in a practical manner and in the service of public 
interest. Mr. Rifur urged the heads of departments taking pan in the 
seminar to introduce measures by which the work of their offices will 
be made easier and simpler without infringing on regulations and 
laws. He said a government office should be able to have easy 
contacts with other institutions and also with the local community' 
and that rhe head of the department should be a creative element and 
serve as an example for his staff. Mr. Rifai urged the participants who 
represent various government departments to take extra care in 
protecting and developing puhlie funds, j tendency that reflects a 
person's sense of national belonging. Mr. Rifai expressed hope that 
»he seminar would yield fruitful results and help towards the success 
of the Kingdom's national development plans. 


Al Dustour: Integrated effort 


PRIME Minister Zaid Rilai Sunday presented facts about the 
country's needs and the principles it relies on to achieve development 
in all fields. Mr. Ritai. who addressed heads of various government 
departments and key figures in puhlie administration, stressed that 
administrative development means jn integrated effort on the part of 
all concerned with the purpose of raising the standard of performance 
and for the sake of coping w ith modem trends in public administra- 
tion and the management of government business. The four-day 
seminar, which the prime minister opened Sunday, can be considered 
as complementary in the work initiated by the Royal Commission for 
Administrative Reform. This commission had earlier conducted it 
comprehensive study of the civil service system in the country and 
submitted proposals for its development and its modernisation. In his 
address before the participants in the seminar. Mr. Rifat put forward 
a number of points on which he said this seminar was expected to 
dwell and to reach results. These results would lead to laying down a 
programme for conducting a process of measurement and* assessment 
of the state's financial and human resources prior to introducing 
reform. 


Sawt A l Shaab: Continuous process 


PRIME Minister Zaid Rifai opened a seminar on higher administra- 
tion in Amman on Sunday attended by heads of government 
departments and government institutions. The seminar paves the way 
for the introduction of reform and modern methods and techniques 
designed lo promote government business at all levels. In his address, 
the prime minister tackled a number of questions to which, he said, 
heads of different departments must give priority. The topics which 
Mr. Rifai tackled at the meeting emerged after detailed studies and 
surveys and after the government received several proposals. 
Administrative development is an integrated process designed to 
raise the standard of efficiency of government departments and 
ministries making rhem capable of coping w ith the needs of the social 
and economic development of Jordan. Government departments 
should be developed to handle the needs in the country and 
development is a continuous process which requires modernisation 
all the time. 


The View from Second Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Freedom and education always triumph 


OLfVER North and Nasreddin Al Assad would not, at first 
thought, appear to have very much in common, besides a natural 
dignity ana an impressive demeanor that is part of the reason they 
have both impacted upon their respective societies in a manner that 
has caused quite a stir. Oliver North's secret operations vis-a-vis 
Iran, the American hostages and the contras in Nicaragua have 
raised serious questions about the relationship of the executive and 
legislative branches of government in the United States. 

Nasreddin Al Assad, the Jordanian minister of higher education, 
lacks North's dramatic edge — but his ministry's recent decision on 
not recognising some university degrees earned abroad by Jorda- 
nians raises the same sorts of questions about relationships among 
public powers and the public itself in Jordan. 

The Ministry of Higher Education decreed recently that it would 
not recognise the degree of Jordanians who went to foreign 
universities if they had not achieved a high enough result on the 
secondary school tawjihi examination to permit them to follow the 
same course of study in Jordan. The issue has raised quite a fuss in 
the country, and people have put forward assorted arguments for 
and against (he decision. I am against it, but for reasons of principle 
and philosophy more than for practical matters related to whether or 
not the government should discourage university students in order 
that we "might have more Jordanian plumbers, street cleaners and 
waiters. 

Essentially. I think it is presumptuous and wrong for the 
government to assume that it has the ability to decide what is good 
and what is not good for young Jordanians, and then to act on the 
basis of swift, unilateral decrees. 

The problems the government wishes to resolve are real, and 
need resolving. We have too many university graduates without 
jobs. We have too many students in foreign universities of poor 
academic stature. We have too many university graduates who are 
barely able to pass secondary school examinations in more 


meed countries. And we have too many graduates with standards of quality, rather than on 
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government schools, they generate jobs, and they keepMudents m 
the country. Private universities should have the incentive to serve 
their students better, bath in instructing them and in guiding them 
towards appropriate careers. 


advanced 
specialisations 
Jordan. 

But the answer is not to resort to emphasising one's grade on the 
tawjihi examination, nor’ to discourage students from going to 
foreign universities. 

Despite the erratic quality of education some students receive 
abroad. I find it hard to believe that our government seriously 
thinks that we solve our problems by educating our people less. We 
have to maintain faith in the free market system and the principle of 
personal freedom of choice which have served the development of 
Jordan well during the past six and a half decades of statehood. 
Unemployed graduates will work as taxi drivers and waiters if they 
have no other choice, and it strikes me as a good thing to have 
university educated workers in more fields of the economy. There is 
need for more university graduates in the police force, tourism and 
transport, the civil service and social services, to mention only some 
sectors that come to mind. 


Yet another is to improve the quality of vocational training 
programmes, so that graduates are sought after and paid well. And 
the most important thing the government can do. perhaps, is to 
accent the fact that if we want to maintain the right to work in other 
Arab countries and send back over JD 400 million a year in 
remittances, we have to keep our labour market open and thereby 
live with an inflow of cheaper labour to fill unskilled jobs. 


To consciously classify people and compartmentalise society into 
those who should or should not study abroad, or should or should 
iiot go to university, is to veer towards a Big Brother mentality that 


is frightening, and more suited to totalitarian states than to our 
own country. 

There is a role for the government in tackling some of the 
problems of unemployment and a mismatch between labour supply 
and demand. The first is to concentrate public sector resources on a 
national guidance and career counselling system, which would give 
high school students the information they need id order to be able, 
with their parents, to make rational decisions about their future 
education and work plans. 

Another is to allow the establishment of private universities, and 
to concentrate the government's role on assuring minimum 


The government should not be expected to have all the answers 
to any country's problems or challenges: but when a government 
feels the need to act it should do so only after a process of 
meaningful consultation with the people it seeks to serve. We will 
meet our challenges as a country, and as a broader Arab nation, 
when we accept the fact that free and educated people always 
triumph, while those whose education is restricted and personal 
freedoms curtailed inevitably end up in a perpetual cycle of 
mediocrity, disinterest and lassitude. 

I would have thought that what we needed today to confront our 
enormous challenges are more people who have been taught to 
think for themselves, to be creative, to be original and to be 
dynamic. The challenge which the Ministry of Higher Education 
should face up to is this: improve Jordanian universities, and turn 
out thousands of graduates who could, in tum, improve secondary 
school education, and civic consciousness, and the many other 
things which we seek to improve by using our minds more, rather 
than less. 


New phase in Jewish politics in the US: 
Can it herald a turn for Mideast peace? 


By Maxim Ghilan 


DURING the first 40 years of 
Israel's existence. American Jew- 
ry has been both the greatest ally 
for the Israelis and the greatest 
obstacle to the growth of true 
Israeli democracy. Unconditional 
approval of all Israeli political 
decisions, including wars, and a 
complicated network of mutual 
advantages and inter-relationships 
have gradually altered the charac- 
ter of the largest Jewish diaspora 
community from a source of 
strength to a source of funds and 
self-justification. 

Statistically, there are about six 
million American Jews. In effect, 
about three million, or half, have 
integrated fully into the Amer- 
ican nation and have stopped 
dealing with Jewish and Israeli 
affairs. American-Jewish leaders 
estimate that only about three 
million are still, for all practical 
purposes, national Jews, and that 
of those, just about 5.000 are 
active on a full-time basis in 
public Jewish and Zionist affairs. 

Thanks to arrangements made 
in the framework of the so-called 
United Jewish Appeal, all monies 
collected from American Jews get 
pooled together: two-thirds" is 
then channelled to Israeli and 
Zionist funds and one-third to the 
“federations." that is. to local 
community activities. This means 
that American Jews cannot with- 
hold part of their donation in 
order to criticise or protest Israeli 
and Zionist organisation of 
American policies. Should they 
do so. they would penalise their 
own community charities and suf- 
fer the opprobrium of fellow Jew- 
ish notables. The onlv way of 
reacting is therefore political by 
creating groups and political ac- 
tion movements. 

Under these circumstances, it 
is not surprising that Zionist and 
Jewish affairs intermingled and 
became identical in the minds of 
most American Jews, in fact, 
most local Jewish activities are 
also active in Zionist affairs and 
praised as such in and by Israel. 

It took 30 years or so for an 
independent grass-roots organisa- 
tion to appear, which criticised — 
very mildly and carefully — both 
Israel and the American Jewish 
establishment. That organisation. 
Breira (“Alternative''), created 
in 1973. was strategically torpe- 
doed several years later by right- 
wing and middle-of-the-road Jew- 
ish forces in the U.S. 

After Breiru. the next step in 
the disengagement of a Jewish 
fringe from the almost cannibalis- 
tic political relationship that ex- 
ists between Israel and the Amer- 
ican diaspora was the holding of a 
conference for a new Jewish 
agenda, in December 1980 in 
Washington. D.C. The confer- 
ence, attended by about 7UU peo- 
ple. criticised Breirifs experience 
and came to the conclusion that 
what was needed was not a troup 
dealing exclusively with Israeli- 
Middle East problems, i.e. not a 
single-issue group, but rather a 
multi-issue movement confront- 
ing such problems as feminism, 
gay rights, social issues, the rela- 
tionship between Jews and Blacks 
or Hispanics in the United States, 
as well as nuclear disarmament 
and U.S. foreign and domestic 
policy. 

In short, what was created in 
19K0 was a progressive Jewish 
grass-roots Organisation. Jews in 
the U.S. have, of course, a long- 
standing libera) and left-wing 
tradition: even the third-genera- 
tion move rightwards ofa con- 
siderable segment of the Jewish 
American community has failed 
to eliminate very powerful lefl-of- 
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centre influences. In mainstream 
politics, for example, most Jews 
have traditionally voted for the 
Democratic ticket. 

As for the more marginal (.that 
is. radical) America scene, 
affluent Jews funded and helped 
about every conceivable progres- 
sive cause: refraining only, until 
the early 1980s. from funding and 
supporting Israeli and Jewish 
non-Zionist and anti-Oceupaiion 
activities. 

Thus, upon new Jewish agen- 
da's creation, there was. here 
too. an overwhelming majority 
inside the new progressive group 
that refused to become involved 
in real criticism of Israel and in 
support of the real non-Zionist 
Jewish opposition. 


Change during Lebanon war 


All this changed after Sharon 
ordered Israeli troops to invade 
Lebanon in June 1982. Soon af- 
ter. new Jewish agenda placed an 
ad in The New York Times, 
signed by 600 personalities, in- 
cluding 40 rabbis, protesting the 
Israeli invasion. 

Still, when in November 1982 
the Agenda adopted its first 
national platform, dearly missing 
among the 18 plans were recogni- 
tion of the PLO as the sole 
representative of the Palestinians 
as well as acceptance of the “two- 
slates'' solution. At about that 
time, the far smaller yet more 
consistent USA chapters of the 
UPU (International Jewish Peace 

Union) started lobbying consis- 
tently for the NJ A to move in this 
direction: a decision being taken 
al that time inside the IJPU that 
dual membership in both Agenda 
and IJPU was permissible for 
UPU activists. 

It was also decided to encour- 
age. even help, agenda activities 
in the hope of educating the 
right-wing fringe of agenda to 
more positive views, through 
actual joint action. 

But this was only a small part 
of the developments that pushed 
agenda in the right direction. The 
digesting and almost total sup- 
port of most major Jewish orga- 
nisations for the Lebanon war 
and for Sharon and Begin evoked 
anger and determination among 
agenda members to present 
American Jewry with a real 
alternative. It must be remem- 
bered that those were the days 
when American Jewish Congress 


and other federation leaders were 
being flown by Sharon in helicop- 
ters over the occupied West Bank 
and toured through southern 
Lebanon: and in which the World 
Jewish Congress, once the liberal 
creation of the late Dr. Nahum 
Goldmann. decided to allocate 
almost half of its executive seats 
to members of the Zionist orga- 
nisation. thus eliminating itself 
from the role of major" repre- 
sentative of all non-Zionist as 
well as Zionist diaspora Jews. 

In June 1983, NJ A sponsored a 
15-city tour in the U.S. of Davar 
correspondent (and Zionist dove) 
Danny Rubenstein, who has co- 
vered the West Bank critically 
since 1967. In August 1983, NJA 
sent its first “peace tour to Israel 
and the West Bank." In Novem- 
ber of that year, agenda went one 
step further by calling for a freeze 
of Jewish settlement on the West 
Bank. 

In April 1984, agenda cospon- 
sored a tour of "20 dries by 
Halhoul's deposed and expelled 
Mayor. Mohammad Miihem (la- 
ter to become a PLO Executive 
member) and by Citizens's Rights 
Movement Knesset Member and 
former Israeli army chief educa- 
tional officer Mordekhai 
(“Moraleh") Bar-On. Simul- 
taneously. in June NJA spon- 
sored the first “Jewish Perspec- 
tives on Economic Justice" con- 
ference. And in August 1984, 
NJA sponsored a 10-member 
Jewish fact-finding mission to 
Nicaragua, headed by two rabbis, 
to investigate the Anti- Defama- 
tion League's charges of anti- 
Semitism there, and concluded 
that the Sandinista government in 
fact did not discriminate against 
Jews. 


settlement in the occupied terri- 
tories and of continuous brutality 
and repression, NJA held its 
national conference in Los 
Angeles July 9-12, 1987. on the 
UCLA campus. About 250 dele- 
gates from all over the American 
continent and another 150 agenda 
members from California partici- 
pated in meeting which featured a 
very rich programme and cost 
more than $100,000. 

Both religious and secular, left- 
wing fringe types and business- 
men, were present, representing 
the 4,000 agenda members com- 
prising 49 active and two dormant 
branches. The convention passed 
resolutions on the struggle 
against anti-Semitism and anti- 
Arab racism in the U.S.; in sup- 
port of disarmament and detente; 
on the legitimate rights of Soviet 
Jews; on promoting social and 
economic justice at home and 
abroad; on the need for synago- 
gue-sanctuary to refugees from 
Central America; lesbian and gay 
rights: feminism and the Jewish 
family. 

The NJA’s preoccupations 
were summed up by agenda’s 
national director, David Coyne, 
who asked; “Do our traditional 
Jewish commitments to pursue 
peace and social justice still count 
for something real in world 
affairs? If yes, we must work for 


to Tunis and Algiers were criti- 
cised, although they certainly had 
been decided upon according to 
the elaborate strictures of NJA 
rules. 

Upon the closing day of the 
conference, however, when it 
came to a vote concerning the 
resolutions elaborated by the co- 
chairs and various task forces, it 
was obvious that a small revolu- 
tion bad occurred in the minds of 
this audience: The meeting voted 

— 198 for, 3 against, and 9 
abstentions — in favour of a 
strategy paper that: 

— Demands mutual recognition 
of national Israeli and Palestinian 
rights; 

— Explicitly mentions the two- 
states solution as the way to 
self-determination ; 

— Supports the participation of 
the PLO in the peace process as 
the “internationally recognised 


representative of the Palestinian 
people"; 

— Supports an international 
peace conference “under U.N. 


auspices, with the participation of 
Israe) and the PLO, on an eaual 


basis, and the U.S. and USSR"; 
and 

— Supports the right to religious 
freedom in Israel for both Jews 
and non-Jews. 


it. 


Peace contacts and 
Vanunu 


Middle East changes 


Trips to Algiers and 
Tunis 


In April 1987, Deena Hurwitz, 
co-chairman of Agenda’s Middle 
East Task Force, went on a fact- 
finding mission to the Palestine 
National Council held in Algiers. 
Soon after, in June, a delegation 
composed of four women and one 
man. from agenda and other Jew- 
ish American organisations, went 
to Tunis and were received by 
most PLO leaders, headed by 
Yasser Arafat himself. 

As a result of these trips and of 
contacts with more radical groups 
and elements, such as the IJPU, 
and on a background of increased 


Concerning the Middle East, 
the pace was set by three pre- 
sentations: one by Hurwitz on the 
Algiers PNC: another by Phi- 
ladelphia Agenda branch’s Hilda 
Silverstein on the fact-finding trip 
to Tunis and meetings with Ara- 
fat and Abu Mazen; and a third 
by Maxim Ghilan on the contacts 
held between Israelis and Palesti- 
nians, Jews and Arabs. 


An outstanding role in the 
change of mind of the more right- 
wing fringes of agenda was played 
by several presentations by Har- 
vard scholar and former member 
of Arafat’s, personal Cabinet. Afif 
Safieh, who virtually charmed the 
audience with his analysis and 
conquered them by concluding 
his last presentation with the 
words: “With enemies such as 
these (agenda members), who 
needs friends?" 

Yet. Opposition to change per- 
sisted and, in particular, the trips 


In separate resolutions, the 
NJA voted for cooperation and 
vtork with peace activists. Jewish 
and Arab, in order to build a 
Mideast peace movement in the 
U.S.; decided to work with all 
sectors of the Israeli peace camp; 
to participate in the international 
network of United Nations 
NGOs on the Question of Pales- 
tine, both on the North American 
and international levels; and to 
support Israelis faring criminal 
charges for having held peaceful 
meetings with representatives of 
the PLO. 

_ (The NGO resolution was sig- 
nificant, since just a month ago 
agenda had decided not to par- 
tiripate in the Coordination Com- 
mittee of North American NGOs 
dealing with the Question of 
Palestine. North American UPU 
heads, who had pressed the agen- 


There was no doubt at all 
agenda has now taken a feu 
step, making it the United S ti 
most powerful liberal Jei 
organisation. In fact, on Mil 
East matters, agenda now pos 
ses a platform that is practk 
identical with that adopted 
1982 by die UPU — then aca 
by many liberal and left-* 
Jews of “going too far." 

Moreover, it was also clear : 
this has not happened ii 
vacuum; that this left-wing e 
of American Jewish politic 
part of a more vast — but slo 
— ■ movement in the appropr 
direction. 


da members to participate, were 
elected instead to the North 


American NGO committee; the 
UPU will now be represented 
there by Dr. Jonathan Boyarin. 


One should not go fro 
extreme to another and e 
tcally hope for a sea-cha 
American Jewish politics 
can be said that a new peri 
begun, one in which all 
and radical Jews can help i 
die face of Jewish politics, 
turther and greater coow 
among a variety of Jewish 
e f °rces is possible 
finally one m which the J 
Palestinian dialogue shall b 
a feature accompanying 
standing kraeli-pSn^ 
tacts. 

** 

backlash inside America! 
Zionist Jewry is now pro 
But this, too, will only en 
the discussion and, through 
confrontation, bring the S 

jnto the camp of the oppon 
Israel and Palestine Politic 
port. 


{ 


Indeed, at the NJA conference, 
the IJPU, through Maxim Ghi- 
lan. offered to transmit and sup- 
port agenda's observations, prop- 
osals and concerns both before 
the international and North 
American NGO bodies). 

Agenda went on to support the 
campaign against the deportation 
of seven Palestinians and one 
Kenyan from Los Angeles; 
opposed proposed national leg- 
islation aimed at closing the 
PLO’s office in the U.S.; sharply 
condemned Israeli policy in the 
occupied territories; and, most 
surprisingly, adopted — 144 to 3- 
with only 3 abstentions — a re- 
solution expressing concern over 
violations of Mordekhai Vanu- 
nu's civil rights and deploring the 
condition of his solitary con- 
finement. The resolution asked 
Israel to provide Vanunu with a 
fair trial. 


?! 




Extended excavations confirm 
Aqaba’s past as a flourishing port 

*n«4r 1 C fh** ... ^ 


This is the first part of a two-part 
article 

Text and photos 
by Rami G. Khoori 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AFTER an initial exploratory 
season last year sunk a few deep 
probes that confirmed the re- 
mains of a medieval Arab town at 
Aqaba, an extensive season of 
excavation earlier this year has 
unearthed substantial and exten- 
sive remains of a walled town that 
existed along the Red Sea 
shoreline for some 500 years. The 
Aqaba dig, administered jointly 
■ the University of Chicago and 
Jordanian Department of 

■ Antiquities, was headed by Dr. 
; Donald Whitcomb of the Uni- 
: versity of Chicago's Oriental In- 
; stitute. 

- He told the Jordan Times in an 

- inteiview here recently that this 
' year’s work has confirmed the 
! broad historical outline of the 

■ ate: a walled town which existed 
. from the very early Islamic period 

in the first half of the seventh 

. -cOTtuzy, and seems to have ended 

• jts organised urban life in the 
< early 12 th century, perhaps as a 
' result of being sacked by the 

Crusaders. In between, ancient 
Aqaba, or Ayla, flourished for 
several centuries as a dynamic 
trading port which was in contact 
with Iraq. Egypt. Syria, Yemen 
and China. 

“Besides the value of locating 
the ancient town and learning, 
about its history, probably the 
most important discovery we 
; ' have made." Dr. Whitcomb said, 
; “was the widespread trading net- 
■; work which Aqaba was a part 
•. of." 

: The town, according to the 

*. artifactual and architectural evi- 

• dence, seems to have enjoyed its 

- period of maximum prosperity in 
the Abbasid era {750-969 A. 6.), 

i though it continued to exist, 

! albeit at a more modest level, 

• during the Fatimid period (969- 

- 1171 A.D.). These periods are 
•. not very well represented 
\ throughout the rest of the land of 

modem Jordan: architectural and 
? artifactual remains suggest that 
' the Abbasid and Fatimid periods 
‘ in central and north Jordan were 

- characterised by small-scale, 

- locally-oriented settlements of 

■ modest fanners and villagers, 

; lacking both substantial urbanism 
: and large-scale regional or inter- 
national trade. In the preceding 
(Umayyad) and succeeding 

; ; (Ayynfed/Mamluke) eras, most 
of Jordan flourished, with exten- 
| sive urbanism, sophisticated. 

• widespread agriculture and much 
» regional and international trade. 

Therefore, the new picture of 
Aqaba as a flourishing port city 
during the Abbasid/Fatimid era. 

: when the rest of the land of 
Jordan was passing through a 
period of relative stagnation, 

” promises to shed considerable 

• new light on local and regional 
history in the Medieval Islamic 

• centuries. 

Viators to the site, in an open 
sandy lot along the beachfront 
across the street from the Mira- 
mar Hotel and the JETT bus 
station in Aqaba, will be struck 
first by the towers and the exten- 
sive city walls. By the end of the 

• season, over 80” metres of city- 
walk were cleared . including four 
lowers md the town's main entr- 
ance gate. The layout of the walls 

• and several internal streets sug- 

- get that ancient Ayla measured 

- mound 160 by 120* metres. 

The oily gate was excavated to 
*■ a depth of 4.5 metres, but its 

■ street level and foundations were 
■' not reached as the excavators had 

to slop digging because their tren- 
ches were filling up with fresh 
water from the underground wa- 

- ter table. The availability of good 

■ sweet water so close to the sur- 
face of the earth was one reason 

.i why Aqaba was inhabited so 
.. many times in antiquity. The city 
; gate was rebuilr several times, 
each time becoming smaller and 
I more flimsy; thus, it encapsulates 
the history of the town itself, 
whiefa gradually declined over 
time. 

The towers were entered from 



The two towers flanking the main gate 
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Multi-sprouted steatite stone lamps, indicating trade links with the area of Yemen 


inside the city walls via a door 
through the city wall, and appear 
to be divided into small store 
rooms. They have no arrow slits 
and appear to have served more a 
decorative than a defensive frinc- 
tion. One theory Dr. Whitcomb 
is exploring is that the early Isla- 
mic builders of the first town at 
Aqaba simply copied the towered 
walls that were so common in this 
area during the Byzantine period. 

The earliest history of the exca- 
vated town is particularly impor- 
tant. though still not fully pieced 
together. There are many late 
Byzantine artifacts (pottery, glass 
and stone pieces) from the ear- 
liest levels of Ayla, from around 
the start of the seventh century 
A.D., or perhaps the very end of 
the sixth century; though Dr. 
Whitcomb doubts there was' a late 
Byzantine town established at 
this time, due to the precarious 
security situation in the area 
when the Byzantine empire was 
in a rather unstable condition. It 
is more likely that a Byzantine 
town already existed somewhere 
nearby, and the site now being 
excavated was established by the 
young Islamic forces sometime 
curing the period 630-660 A-D. 

We know from historical 
sources that in 630 A.D. the 
Prophet Mohammad signed a 
treaty with the Bishop of Aqaba, 
who had travelled to Tabuk (now 
in northern Saudi Arabia) to sign 
the accord, which allowed the 
nascent Muslim forces to pass 
through Aqaba. There was prob- 
ably a Muslim presence at Aqaba 
as of 630 A.D., and Dr. Whit- 
comb feels the first walled settle- 
ment started as a fortified milit- 
ary camp. OTmisr (plural: amsar). 
This would have been a particu- 
larly strategic misr for the young 
Muslim armies as they planned 


their probes and attacks against 
the Byzantine forces in what is 
now north Jordan and Palestine. 
Other notable amsar were estab- 
lished at Basra, Ramallah and 
Fustat (Cairo). 

If this is so, then the earliest 
levels being excavated at Aqaba 
would be pre-Umayyad. and 
therefore among the earliest 
Muslim towns anywhere in the 
world. The misr would have 
started as a small walled camp for 
Muslims only, adjacent to an 
existing Byzantine settlement. 
These amsar later developed into 
proper walled towns in the 
Umayyad era, and are therefore 
particularly valuable for studying 
the earliest stages of what can be 
termed "Muslim urbanisation". 


metres to the north-west of the 
site. The earlier settlement is 
suggested by wall lines sticking 
out of the earth, and much pre- 
Umayyad pottery and glass on 
the ground. 

The Muslim town reached the 
peak of its prosperity in the ninth 
to Uth centuries A.D., during 
the Abbasid era, when it traded 
regularly with Iraq, Yemen, 
Egypt and China. Chinese cela- 
don and porcelain vessels on the 
site have been independently 
dated from the 10th and 11th 
centuries A.D., and fit perfectly 
into the local chronology pieced 
together by the excavations on 
the basis of the medieval Islamic 
pottery that is well attested in the 

iddle East. Among the Chinese 


which i had its roots io itbe townsor wareg was a j * storage jar 
Arabia, such as Mecca. The standing over a metre 
amsar provide valuable informa- 
tion about how Muslim urbanisa- 
tion developed outside Arabia, 
and the Aqaba site may include 
rare details of Islam’s earliest 
mosques, markets and public 
buildings. Aqaba is also impor- 
tant for showing the links be- 
tween the earliest Muslim towns 
and their Byzantine predecessors 
outside Arabia. 

The peculiar towers at Anaba 
may be one such link, and others 
should certainly emerge as the dig 
continues in future years. The site 
has produced a few Nabataean 
and Roman pottery sherds, but 
no associated architecture, which 
suggests to Dr. Whitcomb and his 
colleagues that the Nabataean- 
Roman-Byzantine town at Ayla 
must be located near, but not on 
the site being excavated. Dr. 

Whitcomb surveyed the area 
around the site and came upon 
what he feels is probably the site 
of the Nabataean-Roman- Byzan- 
tine town, several hundred 



The main gate, showing traces of earlier arch which was made 
smaller towards the end of the city’s life 



over a 

Wares from Egypt and Iraq In- 
cluded many pieces of imported 
fine Fatimid and Abbasid lustre 
wares, while locally produced 
pottery included hand-made and 
painted vessels, which stylistically 
anticipated the geometric painted 
pottery which developed during 
the Ayyubid/Mamluke periods. 

The site has also produced 
much fine Abbasid period glass, 
and some tesserae, or small 
squarish cut stones used to make 
mosaics. Metalwork finds in- 
cluded coins, while stone mate- 
rials included many marble 
pieces, architectural elements 
such as a chancel screen (from a 
Byzantine church) and fragments 
or a Latin inscription. Basalt 
pipes and mortars and grinders 
were also found, as well as deco- 
rated stone lamps and incense 
burners, and steatite cooking pots 
thought to have come from the 
area of Yemen. 

By the 11th century, however, 
Ayla started to deteriorate and 
finally to collapse. Excavations 
indicate poorer quality artifacts, 
with more handmadejjottery in 
the Fatimid period. Toe end of 
the town may have come when 
the Crusader King Baldwin of 
Jerusalem attacked Ayla in 1116 
and occupied the site for 55 years, 
before his forces were defeated 
by Salaheddin (Saladin) in 1171. 

Crusader historical sources in- 
dicate that the Arab inhabitants 
of the town fled when Baldwin 
attacked, and he pursued them by 
land to Pharoah’s Island (Jeziret 
Pharaon), which is just off the 
Egyptian Sinai coast south of 
Aqaba. The Crusaders probably 
built the existing fort at Jeziret 
Pharaon, and Dr. Whitcomb be- 
lieves they built the first fort at 
Aqaba, which was rebuilt in later 
centuries to leave the standing 
fort we now see along the east 
. coast of the Gulf of Aqaba. 

One question which remains to 
be answered is: why was the 
medieval Muslim town aban- 
doned? It seems to have been on 
its last legs when the Crusaders 
attacked, having suffered from 
earthquakes in the early 11th 
century, as well as a series of local 
revolts against the Fatimid rulers. 
The poorer quality artifacts (such 
as cruder, hand-made pottery 
instead of wheel-made pieces) 
suggest a decline in die inhabi- 
tants’ prosperity and standard of 
living. So does die archaeological 
evidence of tawabeen. or bread 
ovens, located during the Fatimid 
period in an area that was a 
prosperous part of die town cen- 
tre in the preceding Abbasid era. 
Also, the Fatimid era saw more 
use of mudbrick for building, 
rather than stone, while con- 
struction techniques deteriorated 
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Kuwaitis are turning away from the sea 


By John Rice 

The Associated Press 

KUWAIT — The sails of a mer- 
chant ship are the emblem of this 
little seaside country, which grew 
up around a natural harbour as a 
centre of trading, fishing and 
pearl diving. 

But after 40 years of oil wealth, 
life at sea holds little allure for 
the heirs of Kuwait's legendary 
sailors. 

"That black gold turned things 
upside down,” says Khalid Sha- 
been Alghanim, a veteran sailor. 
The son and grandson of sea- 
faring men, he went to sea at the 
age of 15 in 1929, some 20 years 
before the oil boom began. 

Kuwaitis still own fleets of 
great ships. The 11 government- 
owned tankers which eventually 
will be guarded by the U-S. navy 
on voyages up the Gulf are half of 
the largest tanker fleet in the 
Arab world. 

But few of the men aboard 
those ships — or other Kuwaiti 
vessels — are Kuwaitis. 


Not a single Kuwaiti works 
aboard any of the 17 trawlers 
owned by the state-owned United 
Fisheries of Kuwait, either as 
captain or crewman, said Faisal 
M- A1 Shatti, the company's 
assistant managing director. 

Offices of the state-owned 
Kuwait Oil Tanker Co., which 
runs the U.S.-protected tankers 
are filled with veteran British sea 
captains. 

Indians and Egyptians domin- 
ate the offices of private shipping 
agencies. 

Kuwait's 400 commercial 
fishing boat owners hire their 
crews from Egypt and India, 
although some still accompany 
their boats out to sea. 

“When the oil is completely 
finished, the young Kuwaitis wiU 
starve," complained Alghanim. 

With an estimated 200 years of 
oil left in the ground, few 
Kuwaitis worry about their next 
meal. But most maintain a love 
for the sea — more as a place for 
recreation than as a source of 
livelihood. 


“All the Kuwaitis are fisher- 
men," said Shatti. Many own 
boats for sport fishing. 

He said Kuwaitis “look at it 
(the sea) as a source of food. It's 
very essential to Kuwait." 

But he said fishing “is a very 
hard job. Our parents and grand- 
parents had to suffer a lot." 
After the discovery of oil. peo- 

E le switched to oil-related jobs 
e cause the work was easier and 
the money was far better, said 
Bader Nasser, a Kuwaiti fishing 
boat owner. 

Most Kuwaitis think they've 
suffered enough from the hard 
life at sea, Nasser said. “Most of 
the big families lost boats to the 
sea. They lost their men." 

Kuwait’s port was a centre for 
die British East India Company 
in the late ISth century, briefly 
eclipsing Basra in southern Iraq. 

Pearl divers once brought 
wealth to the country, making as 
many as 120 dives a day as deep 
as 20 metres without oxygen 
tanks to oyster banks along the 
Kuwaiti and Saudi coasts. *" 


But artificial pearls and easier 
money stopped the industry, 
which reportedly employed more 
than 10.000 men working from 
S00 boats at the turn of this 
century. 

Nasser said he started as a 
sport fisherman who learned the 
fishing grounds of the northern 
Gulf and went into business to 
profit from his knowledge. He 
employs Indians and Egyptians to 
tend his fish traps and nets. 

Foreign shipping workers, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said they had great difficul- 
ty finding Kuwaitis willing to 
undertake long voyages aboard 
merchant vessels. 

Those that did, they said, often 
request transfer to shore duty as 
soon as they are married. 

"When we used to sail, we 
needed about 10 months away 
from our wives and children.” 
Alghanim said. "We didn't lake 
care for our wives and children. 
We took more care of our ships, 
cleaning and repairing them.” 



Living with Arctic wolves could be real fun 

National Geographic 

WASHINGTON — L. David 
Mech flopped on his belly on an 
iceberg and whined as loud as he 
could, trying to attract the atten- 
tion of a nearby pack of white 
arctic wolves. 

“With my heavily insulated 
■wind suit, face mask, and sunglas- 
ses, I’m not sure 1 really resem- 
bled a seal," he wrote in the May 
National Geographic. “But one 
of the inquisitive wolves 
approached within 150 feet, and 
that was thrill enough for me." 

Mech is a wolf biologist for the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlire Service. 

His regular job is studying wolves 
in Minnesota, where he has 
radio-tagged hundreds of them 
and observed them from the air 
since 1968. 

Wild pack 

But until last year, neither he 
nor anyone else he knows of had 
an opportunity to live with a wild 
pack and get a feel for the way it 
functions. It was “the highlight of 
a lifetime,'' Mech writes. 

He and fellow Minnesotan Jim 
Brandenburg, a veteran wolf 
photographer, found the wolves 
on Nebraska-size Ellesmere Is- 
land, near Greenland, hundreds 
of miles north of Hudson Bay, 
more than 1,000 miles from the 
nearest city. 

Their contacts were made 
easier by the wolves’ relatively 
small fear of people, presum- 
ably because the wolves haven’t 
been harassed by hunters. In the 
barren polar regions of the high 
Arctic, game is so scarce and 
conditions are so severe — dark- 
ness cloaks land and sea for 
almost four months of the year — 
that even the Inuit seldom hunt 
the inland areas. 

During their two visits to Elles- 
mere, in spring and summer, 

Mech and Brandenburg used ev- 
ery means they could think of to 
win the wolves' acceptance.’ 

Whenever they seemed to gain a 
degree of it, they tried to prolong 
the interaction, seeking to rein- 
force the wolves’ developing 
trust. 

After several days and nights, 
the wolves began to take the men 
for granted. But real acceptance 
didn't come until the second visit, 
when the pack had grown so 
indifferent to Mech and Branden- 
burg that they left their 
outside their new den wi 
adults on 


Inquisitive little fuzzballs, white Arctic wolf 
pups gambol beside their den with a yearling 
male. Permafrost at the wolves’ home, Elles- 
mere Island, near Greenlad, makes dens 
extremely difficult to dig. Old bones surround- 
ing this cave suggest that wolves have used it 


for at least a century. Because of harsh 
conditions in the barren polar regions of the 
high Arctic, wolves seen few hunters and 
therefore show slight fear of people (photo by 
Jim Bradenburg, National Geographic) 


r pups 
nth no 

dults on guard. 

Seizing the opportunity to get 
even closer to the wolves, the 
men moved their tent within a 


quarter mile of the den. This 
posed some logistical problems. 

“Wolves are relentless raiders, 
so we bad to cache all our food in 
a rock pile away from the tent," 
Mech writes. “When we were in 
residence at camp, we had little 
trouble keeping these sociable 
wolves at bay by simulating their 
doglilke barking." 

To ward off wolves when they 
were away from camp, Mech 
Brandenburg built tall rock cairns 
□ear the tent and flew plastic 
streamers from them. 

“Despite these precautions," 
Mech writes, •‘when we were 
away visiting the wolves at. the 
den, their hunting parties, pas- 
sing our camp, stopped off to 
chew the side of my backpack and 
strew our toilet tissue over the 
tundra. They urinated on our 
rock piles.” 

Once, from his lookout above 
the den, Mech watched four 
wolves attack the tent. After a 
few minutes of tugging and yank- 
ing, one of them pulled out his 
sleeping bag. It took a loud, 
sharp boot from him to drive the 
marauders away. 

Before long, the men identified 


all the adult pack members indi- 
vidually and gave them names 
based on their sex and appear- 
ance, such as Scruffy, Mom, 
Shaggy, and the Lone Ranger. 
The pack leader was called simply 
the alpha male. 

As time went on. Mech and 
Brandenburg learned a great deal 
about the fives of the wolves. 
They confirmed that there is a 
social order, and it is the higher- 
ranking animals that breed. 
Offspring may stay with the pack 
four years or longer. 

The pack's routine resembles 
that of wolves anywhere: sleep, 
bouts of play and social interac- 
tion, a daily hunt by most adults, 
and feeding the pups whenever 
possible. 

In play fighting, the pups test 
and hone their competitive skills. 
“Although pack functioning 
seems a model of cooperation, 
especially during the tranquil 
summer period, (he basic selfish , 
aggressive spirit of every living 
thing lurks constantly beneath," 
Mech writes. 

At no time is this more evident 
than when the wolves make a kill. 
Mech and Brandenburg had the 


extraordinary opportunity to wit- 
ness and photograph the pack’s 
killing of three musk-ox calves. 

After the kill, Mech writes. 
“Frenzy fell away from the 
wolves, and they became intent 
and businesslike. No greetings. 
No socialising. They reminded 
me of firemen springing into ac- 
tion to put out a fire." 

Within two days, not a shred of 
hair or bone was left at the kills. 
"The pack had devoured or 
cached some 300 pounds of prey, 
and much of it was already trans- 
ferred to the growing wolf pups." 
Mech writes. "For days the pack 
delivered food to the pups from 
the caches, and the pups grew 
and changed noticeably." 

The white Arctic wolf is one of 
about 17 subspecies of gray wolf 
that remain in North America. 
Amid persecution and loss of 
habitat, the wolf, once plentiful 
from coast to coast and south into 
Mexico, has made its stand in the 
north woods and Arctic tundra. 

Canada has some 50.000 
wolves. There are 4,000 to 6,000 
in Alaska. 1,200 in Minnesota, 
and a few elsewhere in the United 
States. 




Thefirst&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 

Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:31 1-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


' g & 

PC. 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Take away available 
Open daily 12:00 - 13-30 
18 : 00 - 23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road * near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

*v Tel: 661922 J 


f CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 816214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight > 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 

Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Take-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



PEOPLE mo NEED 


MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES 



CALL US! 


Electrolux 


129 AMMAN Jl 

>4671 fe y 


, CROWN g 

INTERNATIONAL § 

ESTABLISHMENT M 

.packing, shipping. m 

■' forwarding. i§ 

international moving. g 

storage, clearing, m 

door-to-door service 
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S. Korea accepts IOC latest 
compromise for 1988 Olympics 


Seoul’s approval is conditional on Pyongyang dropping demand to co-host games 


SEOUL, South Korea (API — South Korea notified 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC.) on 
Monday that it accepts the committee's latest prop- 
osal for allowing North Korea to stage some events of 
the 1988 Seoul Olympics. 


offered earlier — table tennis. 


archery, one preliminary round 
id a 100-kilometre 


Kim Chong-Ha. president of 
(he South Korean National 
Olympic Committee said he 
accepted the IOC proposal made 
at the fourth round of talks be- 
tween sports officials of South 
and North Korea in Lausanne. 
Switzerland. July 14-16. Kim did 
not give further details. 

South Korean sports officials 
said Kim’s reply was made on 


condition that North Korea drop 
its demand to be a co-host of the 
Seoul Olympics 3nd that it par- 
ticipate in the games uncon- 
ditionally. 

After the July meeting, IOC 
President Antonio Samaranch 
made what he called the IOC’s 


final mediation proposal, letting 


North Korea stage women’s vol 
leyball, in addition to events 


of soccer an< 
cycling road race. 

Samaranch asked both Koreas 
to respond to the proposal in 
writing, preferably before Sept. 
17, one year before the start of 
the 1988 Olympics. 

North Korea said last week it 
had sent a reply to the IOC 
reducing its demand that it be 
given eight sports of the 1988 
Seoul Olympics, and would settle 
for five full sports and part of 
another. 

North Korea insisted, howev- 
er, that one of the hill sports be 
the soccer tournament. 


North Korea also demanded 
that a separate Olympic organis- 
ing committee be set up under its 
control, that separate opening 
and closing ceremonies be held in 
its capital and that it be given a 
share of television revenue. 

North Korea has made similar 
demands in the past, but Seoul 
turned them down, saying they 
ran counter to the IOC charter. 


South Korea also has insisted 
that if events are staged in the 
North, the North Koreans must 
allow free cross-border travel by 
30,000 to 40.000 “Olympic family 
members," including athletes, 
sports officials and journalists- 


Officials consider action after 


English soccer fan violence 


LONDON (AP) — English soc- 
cer officials have said they were 
considering what action to take 
following fan violence that mar- 
red the opening day of the coun- 
try’s new league season. 

Fifty-six people were arrested 
on public order and criminal 
damage offences before, during 
and after the English Fourth Di- 
vision match on Saturday be- 
tween Scarborough and Wol- 
verhampton Wanderers. 

The blame for the violence at 
Scarborough's first ever profes- 
sional match — the Yorkshire 


Gub joined the league this sea- 
nm 


son — was directed firmly against 
Wolverhampton backers. Forty 
of those arrested were from (he 
visiting team. 

“We are determined to be seen 
to be taking action quickly when 
events like this occur," Football 
Association Secretary Ted Croker 
said Sunday. “We will consider 
any reasonable action to contain 
such hooligans." 

Croker declined to spell out 
what punishment Wolverhamp- 
ton might incur but football 


league spokesman Andy William- 
son said its supporters could be 
banned from watching their team 
play away from home. 

That lias already happened 
with the supporters of two clubs, 
Leeds United and Millwall. and 
Williamson commented: “We are 
discussing with the F.A. a prop- 
osal to extend the all ticket away 
match ban on Leeds United to a 
small number of other clubs, and 
Wolves' record would obviously 
put them into that category. 
Their fans also caused trouble at 
Torquay last season.” 

News cameras from both the 
nation’s television networks were 
at the match to record Scarbor- 
ough's Football League debut, 
and the general media interest in 
the club meant the incidents re- 
ceived much greater publicity 
than would otherwise have been 
the case for a Fourth Division 
fixture. 

There was fighting on the ter- 
races before the kick-off and one 
Wolves fan had to be given the 
kiss of life after falling through 
die roof of a stand. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


A furnished apartment, in most beautiful location in Rawabi. 
Shmeisani west to Rayyan Building, for rent. Consisting of 3 
bedrooms, salon, sitting room, dining room, kitchen. 2 bath- 
rooms. 2 verandas with separate central heating and telephone. 
Sum required. JD 3.000 yearly. 


For more information, please call Tel: 603845, Amman, 
from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. ana after 8 p.m. 


VACANCY 

EMBASSY OF AUSTRALIA - AMMAN 


The Australian Embassy will have a vacancy tor a clerk/typist/ 
receptionist as from 01 September 1987 
All applicants lor this position must have the ability to speak, 
read and type in both Arabic and English to a high standard. 
All interested persons should apply, in the first instance, in 
writing, lor an application form to the tallowing address: 


The Personnel Officer, 
Australian Embassy 
P.O. Box 35201 
AMMAN. 


Closing date for the return of the completed applica- 
tion forms is Tuesday 25 August 1987. 


1 injured, over 100 arrested 
in Dutch soccer hooliganism 


EINDHOVEN, Netherlands 
(AP) — One soccer fan was 
injured and more than 100 were 
arrested Sunday on the first day 
of the new Dutch soccer season, 
police said. 

In the aftemath of the Honour 
Division match between PSV 
Eindhoven and EC Den Bosch. 
Eindhoven supporters hurled 
stones at a train carrying fans of 
the visiting Deo Bosch team, 
police spokesman Henk Achten 
said. 

Achten said one Den Bosch 
supporter was injured. He said 
details of the injury were not 
known. 

Eindhoven police arrested 
some 50 supporters of the home 
team, who were released later 
Sunday pending charges, Achten 
said. 

PSV won its first match of the 
season 6-1. 


In Tilburg, 25 kilometres west 
of Eindhoven, 69 supporters of 
visiting Feyenoord of Rotterdam 
were arrested before and after 
the match between Feyenoord 
and Tilburg's Willem IT team. 


Tilburg police spokesman 
Henk Boelens said that 62 of them 
were apprehended when they 
threw two escorting police offic- 
ers from a bus that was taking 
them from the soccer stadium to 
the railway station. Seven others 
were arrested before the match 
after they had smashed the wind- 
shields of a number of parked 
cars. 


No injuries were reported in the 
Tilburg violence, police said. 

Those arrested in Tilburg were 
released after several hours, 
Boelens said. 

Feyenoord defeated Willem IT 
3-2. 


Coors bike race leader has 


nearly insurmountable lead 


ASPEN. Colorado (AP) — Race 
leader Jef Pierce and his 7-Eleven 
teammates wanted to “intimidate 
and demoralise” their opposition 
in the Coots International Bicycle 
Gassic when they hit the Colora- 
do Line after stages in Hawaii 
and California. 

With two sweeps in two Col- 
orado races. Pierce has a nearly 
insurmountable lead in the indi- 


vidual standings and only a major 
accident will keep 7-Eleven from 
claiming the team title. 

Monday's events included a 58- 
mile (92 km) road race from 
Aspen to Leadville for the 
women and a 107-mile (170 km) 
stage from Aspen to Copper 
Mountain over the 12,095-Ioot- 
high (3,690-metre-high) Inde- 
pendence Pass for the men. 


URGENTLY REQUIRED 


A Jordanian Co. seeks to employ a full time female 
Executive Secretary with the following qualifications: 


— A good command of the Arabic and English language 

— Excellent typing capabilities in both languages 

— A minimum of 5 years experience in office administra- 
tion. 


Pis. call Tel. No. 603779, 681778. 



LACOSTE 


SPECIAL OFFER 

UNTIL AUGUST 20, 1987 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
OPENING OF OUR NEW BRANCH 

Low prices on all types of LACOSTE clothings, 
Calvin Clein biouses and Jeans trousers, 
adidas, BOSS, NIKE training suits. Many 
models from Jeans: shorts, shirts, skirts, jackets, 
ladies dresses, trousers, of all sizes. 


We are closed on Fridays, and from 1:30 
until 3:00 p.m. daily. 


p.m. 


FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 


Two bedroom house with garden for rent 
Location: Near Ad-Dustour newspaper - Jabai Amman 


Please call Miss Suzan 
Tel: 655562 from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 


SUBEIH FOR GARMENTS 

NEW BRANCH: 8th Circle - Baiader Wadi 
El-Seer - Main Street, opposite the 
Mosque. 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED FLAT 


Consisting of two bedrooms - two bathrooms, living room, sitting 
room and dining room, kitchen and two glassed-in verandas. 
Independent central heating and telephone. 

Location: Jabai Amman, 3rd Circle. 


Tel: 644809 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Location: Shmeisani. Waei Tamimi Building. 


Ground floor. Consisting of three bedrooms, one glassed 
balcony, garden, with independent central heating and tele- 
phone. „ , . 

Must be seen 
Cal! Tel: 663416 


11 -year-old 
returns to 
basics for 


soap box 


derby win 


AKRON, Ohio (AP) — Eleven- 
year-old Matthew Margules and 
his dad tried the latest m gravity 


racer technology. But then they 
result 


returned to basics and the 
was a victory Sunday in the 50th 
All-American Soap Box Derby 

The boy said he didn’t know 
how be managed to beat 88 other 
junior racers, ages 9 to 12, for the 
Derby’s junior division cham- 
pionship. The competition fea- 
tures homemade cars that are 
powered only by gravity. 

Dr. Richard Margules, a 
surgeon, said his son raced in 
soap box Derby competition for 
two years with fiberglass shell 
cars. Then, Margules said, “we 
decided that we had to build a 
wood car to be really competi- 
tive.” 

Earlier this year, they attended 
rallies and experimented with the 
car to make it faster. 

“We didn’t find our secret until 
our local race," Margules said. 
“It’s just a basic soap box Derby 
car.” 

Matthew will receive an assort- 
ment of power tools, three round- 
trip air fares to any destination in 
the continental United States, a 
video camera, a clock and other 
prizes for his victory. 

Brian Drinkwater, 14, won a 
S5.000 college scholarship with 
his victory in the senior division. 
He guided his sleek racer down 
the sloping, 291-metre Derby 
downs track ahead of two others 
in the senior division's cham- 
pionship heat. 

There were 79 youngsters com- 
peting in the senior division, with 
competitors ranging in age from 
12 to 16. 

The competition drew an esti- 
mated 15,000 spectators. 



Graf... in top spot 


Navratilova... the ousted queen Evert... the victim 


Graf ousts Evert in Virginia Slims 
to grab tennis players top spot 


MANHATTAN BEACH, Cali 
fomia (AP) — Steffi Graf of 
West Germany has reached the 
top of women’s tennis a little 
earlier than she expected. 

“I knew I had the ability, but 
not this soon,” the 18-year-old 
Graf said Sunday after defeating 
Chris Evert 6-3, 6-4 in the finals 
of the $250,000 Virginia Slims of 
Los Angeles Women’s Tennis 
Tournament. 

Evert, however, thought Grafs 
promotion was a little overdue. 

“She’s had the best year of 
anyone,’” Evert said. “She’s now 
won eight tournaments. I'm sur- 
irised the computer took this 
ong to recognise that.” 

“She’ll stay number 1 as long as 
she wants to. She works hard. 
She’s the best of all the new- 


comers. 

The only match Graf has lost 
this year was in the finals of 
Wimbledon to Navratilova. Still, 
her promotion took her by sur- 
prise. 

“It feels great,” Graf said of 
the top ranking. “My father said 
it was impossible. I had no idea. I 
was very surprised. Being num- 
ber 1 means everything. I’ve had 


a good year. It’s important to get 
’ ’ 1 before the U.S. 


to be number 


Open. 1 can really relax.' 
Navratilova. 


who teamed 
with Pan Shriver to win the 
tournament's doubles title, de- 
clined to comment when asked 
about falling to number 2. 

In Sunday's final, Graf and 
Evert traded breaks in four 
straight games beginning in the 


U.S. athletes pile up medals in All America Games 


INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana (AP) 
— U.S. gymnasts piled up the 
medals in all-around competition, 
and a Puerto Rican judge was 
to infit 


Brian Ginsberg, shared a bronze 
medal in rings. 


luence 


removed for trying 
scores against them. 

Scott Johnson won six medals 
— two gold and four silver — and 
Tim Daggett, Johnson's tern mate 
and a 1984 Olympic gold meallist, 
won the gold in the pommel horse 
Sunday. Another teammate. 


Double gold winner 


Gre 


Louganis could have 
skipped his last round of platform 
diving on Sunday and still walked 
away with an unprecedented 
third successive double gold per- 
formance in diving at the games. 

But the three-tune winner of 


both the springboard and plat- 
form diving events made good 
use of his last dive to improve his 
games mark in the 10-metre plat- 
form with 694.68 points. The 
American had set the old record 
of 677.58 in 1983 at Caracas. 

Nearly 100 points behind in 
second place was his compatriot 
Matt Scoggin at 596.94, while 
Canadian David Bedard was 
third with 546.33. 






AERIAL TWIST: First Divisioa A1 Quqazi goalie leaps to 
feud off his net against a looping kick during a match played 
Monday against Al AMI club within playoffs of the Jordan Cup 
Championships. Premier Division Al Ahii beat A! Quqazi 24). Both 
goals were scored by Ah B3al and bnad Sadeq in the second half of 
the match which was played at Petra pitch at Al Hussein Sports 
City. In another qualifying tie Monday, Al Ramtha Premier 
Division team defeated First Division Knfur Sum 24) m Irbid. 
Mahmoud Al Khatib scored the starter with a free kick and Walid 
Shaqran secured the second score. Both Al Ramtha and Al Ahli 
will meet next week for the final eight eliminations (photo by Yusef 
AJ Allan) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Ex-boxing champ makes motorsport debut 


SILVERSTONE, England (AP) — Former world featherweight 
boxing champion Barry McGuiga 


luigan's motorsport debut ended in a 
disappointment Sunday when a broken driveshaft forced him to 
retire in his MG Metro turbo on the eighth of the 10 laps in the 
Esso challenge seventh round: In qualifying, the Irishman had 
managed to set 17th fastest time Prom the ninth row of the grid. 
On the first lap of the race, experience told and McGuigan found 
himself relegated to 26th place of the 27 starters. But a hard 
charge upfield took him into eighth place. “I was up against 
seasoned professionals but was still able to pick them off one by 
one,” McGuigan said. By the time of his retirement he had 
climbed into 14th place and was looking good. 


Rebolledo wins Saint Vincent Grand Prix 


SAINT VINCENT. Italy (R) -- Pedro Rebolledo of Chile won 
the $117,000 Saint Vincent Tennis Grand Prix on Sunday when he 
beat Francesco Cancellotti of Italy 7-6, 4-6, 6-3. “This Js a major 


win for me because I have had surgery on my legs three times and 
I have been inactive for a long time altogether," Rebolledo said 


later. Unseeded, like Cancellotti, the Chilean was helped on his 
way to victory by the withdrawal with a knee injury of top seed 
Kent Carlsson of Sweden in the quarter-finals. Cancellotti. 


who 



FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


One bedroom apartment for rent with sitting and dining room, 
kitchen and large terrace overlooking a garden — garage and 
private entrance — centrally heated and tally tarnished with 
telephone available. 


Location: Between 6th and 7th Circles 

For information please call: 816013 


FOR RENT 

Ground Floor Furnished Apartment 


2 bedrooms, dining, living areas, kitchen with American ap- 
pliances. one big bathroom and one small, small garden, T.V., 
telephone, independent heating. 

Location: Shmeisani, Tyche Hotel Street 


Call: 635121 or 680121 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


First floor in a villa in Shmeisani area beside Jordan Supermar- 
ket, 2 bedrooms, Irving and dining room, balcony, central 
heating, garden, private garage and telephone. 


Please call 604349 


VILLA FOR RENT 


AtaHy tarnished villa with large garden. 3 bedrooms. dWna- 
sitting room, central heating, TV and video. 

Location: Mar) Al Hamam, Prince Hamza Housing Estate. 


PImm (then* 892435 or 892640 


1981 S1MCA TALBOT 


Automatic transmission, electric windows. 36,000 kms, 
cruise control, radio and tape deck. 


Phone: 819094 (after 4 p.m.|, 666124 (Canadian 


embassy] 
Duty not paid 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe, full) 


* k f ii mished 2nd floor of a villa in the Sports City 

area, two bedrooms, large L-shaped salon ( 70 m z ) two 

■ rpntra haatinn ' •' * 


bathrooms, central heating. 

Contact: 603485 


second game of the first set. After 
Evert held service to pull even at 
3-3, Graf then won the next three 
games. 

In the ninth game. Evert 
dumped a service return into the 
net at deuce and then Graf took 
the game and the set with a 
forehand volley for a winner. 

The two then traded breaks in 
the first two games of the second 
set and again in the seventh and 
eighth games, leaving the set 
even at 4-4. 

Graf then broke Evert’s serve 
and then held at love to take the 
match and the number 1 ranking. 

Evert said, “I'm playing better 
now than when 1 was number 1. 
... the standards just keep going 
up and up,” she said. 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


LETHAL 

WEAPON 


fVrfofouiKO Jdn. ft.Ul.KJU. ill 311 



Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


POLICE 

ACADEMY 4 ^ 


Performances 3. IS. fc Jll. K. 311. IU *1 





Cinema 


OPERA 


Tel: 675573 


ABOUT 

LAST 

NIGHT 



330. 6:1$. IbJO. Khjn 



[Cinema Tel: 3 

RAC HAP AW 


OUT OF 
BOUNDS 


12:15, 3J5. 


J 
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ite London foreign exchange 


One Sterling 
■'t>ne“U.S.- dollar' 


One ounce of gold 


1.5885/95 

1.3295/3000 

1.8765/70 

2.1155/65 

1.5565/75 

38.96/99 

6.2655/85 

1359/1360 

150.10/20 

6.5325/75 

6.8375/8425 

7.2100/50 

454.60/455.10 


>n markets on Monday. 

U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lira 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Lebanese minister authorises 
intervention by central bank 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDONER) — Shares drifted around the day’s low in very tight 
volume. Dealers .said many market-makers were un wilting to 
°P® ^ positions ahead of Thursday's U.K. economic date! 

™ — markel Monda y morning hurt 
* d fsappointing second quarter results from 
tha ° 1 _ ex Pf cted nse in U.K. retail sales during 


„ < a k ■ 1UU mae * m 16 ' 6 lower at 

2-2T8* 5 ’ the firmer opening on Wall Street belpmg to drag the 
index above its low of 2,277.4. s B 

. . T *"?" da y’f U.K. money supply and bank lending 

daa will be cructal foe the short-tenn direction of the markets 
Many expect another substantial jump in bank lending after 
Junes unsettling £3.9 billion rise. B 

An increase of around £3 billion is forecast this time and such a 
nse could fuel worries that inflationary pressures within the 
economy are rising. 

Some fear that the recent one point rise in U.K. base rates to 10 
per rent may prove insufficient to brake the economy. 


YOUR DAILY 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
acting finance minister said Sun- 
day the central bank could again 
intervene in the foreign exchange 
market in a bid to stabilise the 
ailing Lebanese lira. 

’The reasons for regrautiug the 
right of intervention are justi- 
fied,” Mr. Joseph A1 Hashem 
said in an interview on Lebanese 
television. 

“Ibis will make the central 
bank take up its duties to inter- 
vene in the market to buy or sell 
currencies and rise its foreign 
currency reserves.” 

Finance minister Camille Cha- 
moun, who died of a heart attack 
nine days ago, last month with- 
drew the central bank's freedom 
to intervene without his minis- 
try’s consent. 

The once -resilient lira, bat- 
tered by political and economic 
crises, has lost more than 62 per 
cent of its international value this 


year. 

But bankers doubted if the 
central bank's restored freedom 
would help the lira. They esti- 
mated the bank's foreign curren- 
cy reserves at only about $200 
million. 

Acting Prime Minister Selim 
Hoss has proposed selling one- 
fifth of the country’s 9.2 million 
ounces in gold reserves to try to 
halt the lira's slide. 

Mr. Hashem called on Arab 
states to help Lebanon to over- 
come its deepening economic 
crisis. 

“I will not stand idle and watch 
a people starve to death ... I have 
to sound the alarm because the 
economic crisis is bound to have 
negative effects on the Arab 
World as well,*' he said. “The 
Arab World has to take up some 
responsibility for helping this 
country.” 


Jeepney strike cripples 
transport in Philippines 


MANILA (AP) — Thousands of 
public transport drivers went on 
strike Monday in Manila and 
other cities to demand a rollback 
on recent fuel price hikes, but 
President Corazon Aquino said 
the increases would remain. 

Several unions representing 
more than 200,000 “jeepney” 
drivers and operators railed the 
strike. Jeepneys, unique to the 
Philippines, are an important 
form of public transportation. 


They are based on the design of 
militaiy jeeps, but are built to 
carry additional passengers. 

Officials said the strike 
stranded thousands of commuters 
in Manila and Cebu city, the 
country's two major metropolitan 
centres. ■ Manila Mayor Mel 
Lopez suspended public school 
classes and ordered government 
employees to leave work early to 
avoid being stranded. 

The government-run Philip- 
pines News Agency (PNA) also 
reported limited “sympathy 
strikes” by drivers in Davao city 
and in Aldan province on Panay 
island. 

No serious violence was re- 
ported, but government televi- 
sion said at least 14 strikers were 
arrested in Manila for intimidat- 
ing others to join the protest. 

Mr. Oscar Lazaro, president of 
the largest drivers' union, said 
strike leaders would meet late 
Monday to decide whether to 
continue the protest. Transport 
Undersecretary Manuel 
Domingo appealed to the drivers 
to end the strike, but said the 
price hikes would remain. 

Strikers were demanding a roll- 
back of the average 18 per cent 
increase for all petroleum pro- 
ducts that the government 
announced last Friday, effective 
immediately. 

The government said the move 
was necessary because the oil 
price stabilisation fund, used to 
subsidise fuel prices, had run out 


Hawke faces union opposition 
for privatisation programme 


from the Carroll Righter Institute 1 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Don't be upset by 
anything unusual or dramatic which arises today. 
Although this mattes- appears problematical, there are 
some big opportunities in it. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You will 
well today, with the exception of one situation which 
could be temporarily upsetting. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Try to find out what 
it is that your mate wants from you of a material nature 
.. and gain more affection and domestic bliss. 

- GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) One of your most 
"" dependable allies may seem to oppose you evening, 

but don't let that distract your attention. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Your mate 
. jrpay consider some worldly matter to be an obstacle, but 
; app earances can be deceptive. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Your mate tries to stop you 
from seeing a friend who he or she doesn't like, but great 
benefits can be gained by meeting anyway. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Get busy on matters 
which have been drawing your attention, and don’t let 
a situation at home distract you. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Handle long-distance cor- 
respondence which you have been neglecting. Enjoy a 
tranquil evening of domesticity. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Follow the advice of 
those who are in your line of business and have been in 
it much longer than you have. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Bring an idea 
to the attention of the person in power who seems the 
moat logical one to make it work. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Get your health and 
appearance improved so that you can accomplish mors 
and avoid delays in the future. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You may have to 
postpone seeing a good friend until you have taken care 
of creative tasks which need attention. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 bo Mar. 20) Do whatever will lighten 
the atmosphere at home and bring more harmony to the 
domestic scene as a result. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... be or she will 
be quite attractive, very alert and nicely attuned to 
modern modes of expression. Your child will be vary 
' resentful of heving antiquated methods unposed upon 
him or her, so be encouraging in creative i d eas which 
can help to build a successful carreer. 
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SYDNEY (R) — Australia’s 
powerful trade unions, a strong 
political base for Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke, threatened Monday 
to go on the offensive if he 
pressed ahead with privatisation 
plans. 

The Australian Council of 
Trade Unions (ACTU) senior 
vice-president, Mr. John Mac- 
bean, said the proposed sale of 
big state corporations to private 
enterprise would split the ruling 
Labour Party, now in its third 
term after winning the general 
election on July 11. 

Treasurer Paul Keating in a 
mini-budget last May earmarked 
for sale or lease unspecified parts 
of the transport and communica- 
tion industries, embassy prop- 
erties in Tokyo and Paris and 
some dockyards to help prune the 
budget deficit. 

He has yet to give details of the 
privatisation plans, but party offi- 
cials said they were expected to 
involve Australian airlines, Qan- 
tas, Telecom and the Common- 
wealth Bank. The sales could 
include major parts or the com- 
plete enterprises. 

The move, expected to yield 
more than one billion dollars 


($690 million), would be discus- 
sed at Labour’s national confer- 
ence in Jane, two months before 
the 1988-89 budget, the officials 
said. 

Mr. Hawke, former ACTU 
president, came to power in 1983 
and has since steered his party 
policies towards deregulation of 
the financial markets and a grea- 
ter role for private businesses and 
industries. 

ACTU President Simon Crean 
said a motion condemning any 
attempts to sell publicly-owned 
assets would be considered at a 
special meeting of the council. 

Mr. Macbean said: “The prop- 
osed sale of important public 
assets is an absolutely disgraceful 
plan for any Labour government, 
and it would split the party right 
down the middle.” 

Minister for transport and com- 
munications, Mr. Gareth Evans, 
said the government was not 
“locked in” to sell off its major 
enterprises. 

The Victorian branch of the 
ruling party, known for its ex- 
treme left-wing stance, said the 
proposed sales would be a major 
policy shift and would spell dis- 
aster. 


of money due to increases in 
world petroleum prices. 

“We are not asking for an 
increase in fares,” said Mr. 
Rolando Villasanta, one of the 
strike leaders. “What we want is 
a rollback in prices for the sake of 
the people. 

Mrs. Aquino told reporters the 
senate was planning to investigate 
the increase bnt expressed confi- 
dence the legislators would find 
the move was essential. 

“I guess the matter is also 
being investigated by the senate, 
including the high price of oil,” 
she tola reporters. “The fact of 
the matter is the oil price stabi- 
lisation fond is gone. 

She insisted that the transport 
situation was “under control.” 

But PNA said the strike had 
“paralysed” 80 per cent of Man- 
ila's public transport system by 
the afternoon rush hour and 
stranded thousands of commuters 
in Cebu city, 560 kilometres 
south of the capital. 

In Manila, city buses, whose 
drivers did not strike, were jam- 
med to standing-roo-only as com- 
muters sought alternative trans- 
portation. 

The Metro Manila Commission 
sent 30 additional buses, and the 
military provided 20 trucks to 
prowl the streets in search of 
stranded commuters. 

Critics of the increase warned it 
would drive up prices of a wide 
range of products for the coun- 
try's financially strapped con- 
sumers. 

The National Power Corp., 
(NPC) which generates electricity 
for sale to private distribution 
companies, announced it would 
raise rates effective Sept. 26 to 
compensate for higher fuel 
prices. 

The Manila Electric Co., which 
provides power to consumers in 
the capital, said it would have to 
raise its rates too if the NPC goes 
ahead with its plans. 


Mideast tension 
keeps dollar firm 

TOKYO (R) — The dollar held firm against the yen 
in Tokyo trade Monday despite a surprisingly high 
U.S. trade deficit for the month of June, announced 
in the United States last Friday. 


Tokyo stock prices declined on 
the deficit news. The 225-share 
index felt 115.13 points to 
25,375.88. 

The dollar was supported by 
continuing tension in tne Middle 
East because dollars are consi- 
dered a safe investment when war 
is a possibility, dealers said. 

But most Tokyo dealers polled 
by Reuters said the dollar would 
fall further against the yen in the 
long-term. 

On Monday it closed at 150.20 
yen against 150.10 in New York 
and 152.40 here on Friday, before 
America announced its $15.7 bil- 
lion June trade deficit. 

The dollar ended at 1.S752 
West German marks against 
1.8785 marks in New York. 

‘The dollar is likely to resume 
its bearish tone and fall to around 
140 yen in one or two months,” 
said Mr. Tsunehiko Nakayama, 
senior manager at the Industrial 
Bank of Japan. 

“The larger-than-expected 
June trade deficit added further 
evidence of deep-rooted U.S. 
trade problems and signalled the 
dollar's long-term weakness.” he 
said. 

The dollar-yen exchange rate is 
basically a reflection of the trade 
between Japan and the United 
States, dealers said. 

Yen bonds rallied in morning 
trade on the deficit news but 
could not sustain the advances, 
and both bond futures and cash 
bonds closed lower. 


A stronger yen would mean 
yen-denominated investments be* 
come more attractive, dealers 
said. 

Cash bonds fell back on profit- 
taking in the afternoon. But if the 
yen does rise against the dollar 
this could rescue yen bonds, 
which have been depressed for 
months, dealers said. 

Selling in some recently bought 
export -oriented companies shares 
dragged the stockmarket under, 
brokers said. 

But buying of shares, which 
generally thrive when the yen is 
high and the dollar low. was still 
half-hearted because stock inves- 
tors are by no means certain the 
yen's strength will last, brokers 
said. 

All eyes are focused on the 
foreign-exchange market. 

“The U.S. trade deficit has 
apparently been gening worse 
since April, and the dollar's firm 
tone will end completely when 
U.S. July trade data, which is also 
likely to show little improvement, 
is released in mid-September," 
Mr. Mo to hide Hongo. a treasury 
department manager at Sumito- 
mo Bank. said. 

Mr. Takashi Okura, a vice 
president at Bank of America's 
Tokyo exchange unit said: “The 
dollar will basically trade be- 
tween 145 and 155 yen because 
monetary authorities are ex- 
pected to intervene to maintain 
the currency's stability.” 


Moscow experimenting with 
nuclear blasts to extract oil 


Final lift begins to save 
sinking North Sea oil field 


Financial scandal hits Yugoslavia 

BELGRADE (AP) — An agricultural firm once held op as a model 
of rural economic development issued bad bills of exchange worth 
$290 million, the Belgrade daily Borba reported last week. 

The scandal could have implications for 57 Yugoslav banks. 

Borba called the affair the heaviest blow to Yugoslavia's financial 
■ and monetary system since World War n and said an ongoing 
investigation is expected to reveal further details. 

In a report thatgave few specifics, Borba said bills of exchange 
worth a total of 220 billion dinars ($290 million) were issued over 
thepast several months by the agio-industrial firm Agrokomerc. 

The pant complex near the Bosnian town of Bihac issued most of 
the bills of exchange as payable to a bank in Bihac, Borba said. 

The bank endorsed the bills, which were generally valid for three 
months. When they fell due, new bills of exchange were simply 
issued to cover the old ones, it said. 

Borba said reverberations from the scandal are expected to affect 
at least 57 of Yugoslavia's commercial banks who transferred funds 
to Agrokomerc. 

The enterprise, which has been cited in the past as an example of 
development in an economically backward region, used this good 
reputation to attract funds from dozens of Yugoslav banks, Borba 
indicated. 

Hie report did not make dear bow Agrokomerc had managed to 
issue bad bills of exchange for such a staggering amount without 
being detected until now. 


OSLO (R) — An army of en- 
gineers Monday began jacking up 
the decks on four North Sea oil 
platforms in the final phase of a 
massive project to save Norway's 
sinking Ekofisk oil field from 
winter storms, field operators 
skid.' • ' ‘ ' ; 

The four multi-storey plat- 
forms, weighing a total of 23,000 
tonnes, must be lifted simul- 
taneously to avoid severing a 
maze of interconnecting catwalks 
and oil production pipelines. 

After cutting the fixed plat- 
forms’ 35 steel legs, 68 huge hyd- 
raulic jacks will raise their decks 
six metres, enabling engineers :o 
insert extension pieces to restore 
a safe dearance from the highest 
waves. 

“We loosened the bote this 
morning, engaged the jacks and 
should nave the platforms bolted 
in place within the next 24 
hours,” Mr. Sander Bull-Gjert- 
sen, spokesman for field operator 
Phillips Petroleum, told Reuters. 

The $600 million rescue project 
is aimed at regaining sea clear- 
ance to prevent 20-metre high 
North Sea winter waves smashing 


into the slowly sinking platforms. 

Ekofisk, on the southern end 
of Norway’s North Sea sector, is 
the victim of seabed subsidence, a 
rare geological phenomenon 
occurring when a field’s soft, 
porous rock reservoir is crushed 
oy the weight of the earth’s crust 
ax its oil is extracted. 

The field has sunk about four 
metres since it first started pro- 
ducing oil and gas in 1971, and 
continues to sink at a rate of 
about 20 centimetres a year, 
geologists for U.S.-based Phillips 
Petroleum said. 

Some 1,300 engineers are tak- 
ing pan in the rescue project. 

“The platforms must be kept 
completely level during the lift. 
We have a margin of error of just 
a few millimetres," Mr. Bufl- 
Gjertsen said. 

Direct satellite transmissions of 
the lift are beamed to crews at 
Phillips’ offices in the west coast 
port of Stavanger. 

“Conditions today are perfect. 
We have just a slight breeze on 
the field. Bnt it is foggy out there, 
so our satellite pictures are a bit 
like looking at a glass of milk." 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union is conducting experimental 
nuclear explosions underground 
to extract oil from deep layers of 
rock, a senior energy ofidal has 
said. 

Mr. Alexei Zolotov, head of 
the Soviet geology ministry's oil 
and gas administration, said a 
nuclear explosion in the eastern 
Siberian region of Yakutia last 
week was the third oil-related 
blast this year. 

He told official TASS news 
agency the technique aimed to 
stimulate the flow of oil and gas 
from low-permeability rock lying 
among thine beds of rock salt. 
Soviet officials have said they 
hoped to boost productivity by 50 
per cent in areas using the nuclear 
extraction technique. 

Mr. Zolotov said Moscow 
pioneered the technique before 
ths tart of a unilateral Soviet 
nuclear testing moratorium in 
August 1985. The experiments, 
which proved effective, were sus- 
pended until the moratorium en- 
ded last February. 

“In 1987, the work was re- 
sumed,” he said. “Three blasts 
have been conducted. A study of 
oil flow from the bed is currently 
under way in the field." 

Moscow has said five nuclear 
blasts were conducted this year 


“in the interests of the national 
economy.” They include Tues- 
day’s explosion, two others in 
Yakutia in July, and two blasts in 
the Perm region of the Urals last 
April. 

Although Mr. Zolotov did not 
say which three blasts were in- 
volved in the experiment, offi- 
cials have previously linked the 
Perm explosions to oil extraction. 

Asked about safety, Mr. Zolo- 
tov said the blasts were con- 
ducted in hermetically-sealed 
wells designed to prevent the 
escape of radiation. 

“The explosions were con- 
ducted at great depth,” he said. 

“Wells were drilled in the area 
of the (rock) beds and a nuclear 
charge was placed in them. The 
bores were cemented up to the 
surface. After a careful check on 
the airtightness of the shaft, a 
blast was conducted.” 

Mr. Zolotov said there had 
been no deformation of the 
earth's surface around the well 
after the blast. 

He said the bores would be 
opened after about six months 
and experts would assess the ex- 
periment. 

Western specialists have said 
they know of no other country 
using underground nuclear blasts 
for oil yield stimulation. 


Peanuts 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


















South Korea to release 
more political prisoners 


SEOUL, South Korea (Agencies) — The ruling 
party indicated Monday that it would release more 
political prisoners, a step the opposition insists is 
necessary to smooth South Korea’s transition to a 
more democratic government. 

“We will positively consider 
releasing even leading membeis 
of terrorist or leftist groups if they 
repent,*’ said Representative 
Nam Jae-Hee, chief policymaker 
of the ruling Democratic Justice 
Party (DJP). 

Mr. Nam's statement was inter- 
preted as indicating the ruling 
party’s willingness to accept the 
opposition demand that all poli- 
tical prisoners be heed before a 
new constitution is adopted. 

Since the July :1 agreement by 
the government 1 to 'sweeping 
democratic reforms, 7 53 political 
prisoners have been released and 
2,335 people have had their civil 
rights restored. 

In recent days, dissident groups 
have clashed with riot ponce at 
least twice in Seoul, demanding 
that all political prisoners be 
heed. 

The maian opposition Reuni- 
fication Democratic Party (RDP) 
proposed Monday that top offi- 
cials discuss the constitution and 
the release of political prisoners. 

The proposed meeting would 
involve President Chun Doo- 
Hwan; Mr. Roh Tae-Woo, head 
of the ruling party; and two 
opposition leaders, Kim Young- 
Sam and Kim Dae-Jung, said 
RDP spokesman Kim Tae- 
Ryong. 

An eight-member bipartisan 
committee was scheduled to fin- 
ish drafting a new constitution by 
Thursday, but may need until the 
end of the mouth, officials said. 

Remaining issues of disagree- 
ment include an opposition de- 
mand that the voting age be 
lowered from 20 to 18. The 
change would increase by 1.7 


million the total number of eligi- 
ble voters, currently estimated at 
25.6 million. 

By official count, 49.6 per cent 
of Korea’s voters are between the 
ages of 20 and 35 who have never 
voted in direct presidential elec- 
tions. Sooth Korea now has an 
indirect Electoral College system. 

The final step for approval of a 
new constitution involves a 
national referendum. An election 
to pick the country’s next presi- 
dent is expected to be held later 
this year. Mr- Chun has said he 
will step down in February. 

Meanwhile an unruly day-long 
protest by up to 30,000 workers at 
South Korea’s top exporter, 
Hyundai, ended Monday but 
labour leaders vowed to return if 
demands remained unmet, press 
and witness reports said. 

At least 30 workers were in- 
jured iq sporadic dashes with 
police at the protests, involving 
six factories at the conglomerate’s 
main industrial base in the south- 
ern city Ulsan, witnesses said, 
with 16 admitted to hospital. 

It was the largest labour protest 
so far in the wave of worker 
unrest sweeping South Korea and 
started this morning when the 
company locked out the workers. 

The protesters, ignoring on- 
and-off heavy rain, battered 
cfown dosed rectory gates with 


sledge hammers, took over plants 
of Hyundai’s six divisions and 
burned a huge effigy of Hyundai 
founder Chung Ju- Yung, witnes- 
ses said. 

When workers spilled over to 
nearby streets or inarched out of 
the plant compounds, they were 
inted by at least 50 bus- 


loads of riot police who fired 
teargas to contain the demon- 
strators. 

Witnesses said many workers 
fought back with umbrellas, steel 
pipes and stones. 

aid 

Dong-A Ubo said the 
workers left the plants at the call 
of union leaders who said they 
were giving the company one 
more day to respond. 

Witnesses told Reuters at least 
1,000 workers, angered that pow- 
er, food and water had been cut 
off at nearby company dormitor- 
ies, staged a sit-in protest. 

The dash took place as South 
Korea launched a massive nation- 
wide military training exercise 
Monday. 

Government officials said they 
are attaching special significance 
to the annum exercise because of 
growing social instability caused 
by ongoing labour disputes. 

Culture Information Minister 
Lee Woon-Hee said the defensive 
war game will be conducted stre- 
nuously this year to “safeguard 
the nation from growing dangers 
within and without.*' 

The defensive exercise, dubbed 
“Ufchi 87” and involving nearly 
all military, government and civi- 
lian personnel, is to continue 
until Saturday with a simulated 
surprise attack by North Korea 
across the 240-kilometre border. 

Mr. Lee, who serves as an 
official government spokesman, 
said South Korea’s social and 
economic stability was in i 
danger in the face of escalating 
labour disputes seeking to solve 
" g grievances “at once 

ti 


Floods cut 
highway in 
Bangladesh 

DHAKA (R) — Floods cut a 
major Bangladesh highway Mon- 
day and threatened the capital of 
the countiy, where 400 people 
have been killed in recent weeks. 

Officials said flood waters from 
the Meghna River devoured the 
highway that links the capital of 
Dhaka with the country^ main 

r rt in Chittagong. 

squad of engineers went 
immediately to work, but they 
were prevented from doing much 
by the strong currents of the flood 
waters. 

The dam breach that permitted 
the latest flooding alto caused 
Hooding to a vast low-lying area 
in Sonaxgaon and Rupganj sub- 
districts and destroyed an esti- 
mated 50 tonnes of rice crop, the 
officials said. 

Floods are also threatening 
Dhaka, a city of four million 
people, because the Bnriganga 
River is rising, a flood control 
official said. 

He said the river, which flows 
by the capital, has already cros- 
sed the danger level. Large sub- 
urban areas would be flooded if it 
rose another half inch (1.25 cm). 

“The only good thing is that we 
haven’t had any fresh reports of 
death,” an official at the 
emergency relief centre told Reu- 
ters. 

Four hundred people have 
been killed in the floods, the 
worst in 40 years, that rampaged 
through northern Bangladesh in 
the past three weeks. 

More than half a milli on people 
have taken shelter in 200 
makeshift camps where the gov- 
ernment and me Red Cross are 
runnin g charity kitchens, they 


South Korea, Mr. Lee said, 
also faced a threat from North 
Korea to scuttle the 1968 Seoul 


the ph 
confroi 


i Monday, at least 276 work- 
places were fully or partially shut 
down. 


Contaminated water in India kills 14 

poned 
Hungs 


NEW DELHI. India (AP) — At 
least 14 people, including nine 
children, died after drinking con- 
taminated water in the drought- 
hit Rajasthan state in the past two 1 
weeks, a newspaper report said 
Monday. 

Rajasthan is the worst hit 
among the nine Indian states suf- 
fering drought. 

The conservative Statesman 
newspaper said the victims drank 
the contaminated water after all 
available water sources dried up 
in two villages near Banner, 
which is 650 kilometres south 


west of New Delhi. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the report. 

At least 150 million of India's 
780 million people have been 
affected by the drought. Hie gov- 
ernment estimates crop and other 
losses at $1.54 bfflion. 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
on Saturday said he had in- 
structed government departments 
to cut down on non-essential ex- 
penses and to step up public food 
distribution to combat the 
drought. 

Mr. Gandhi last week post- 


a trip to West Germany, 

[angary and Yugoslavia so that 
he can oversee drought relief 
operat i ons. 

India is suffering the drought 
because expected monsoon rams 
have not arrived. 

Indian fanners depend 5 tin-toe 
monsoon — the seasonaPT^fis 
that usually wash the subconti- 
nent from June through Septem- 
ber — for three-fourths of die 
country’s annual rainfall. 

Scientists are unsure why the 
monsoon failed tins year. 


The army brought speed boats 
Monday to save people stOl 
marooned in the area, the offi- 
cials said. 

President Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad flew in an army helicopter 
to more flood-hit areas in the 
north and reassured the victims 
that be would send enough food 
so that nobody died of starvation. 

ion parties have 
is 

icopter 

travel. 
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Major opposition parties hav 
criticised his tour, saying be i 
wasting ' money by heucopte 


Black S. African worker 
killed in fight over strike 


JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- 
ca (AP) — One blade worker was 
killed and two were injured in 
fighting between supporters and 
opponents of a strike at the gov- 
ernment's collieries and liquid 
fuel plants, the company 
said Monday. 

A spokesman for the Chemical 
Workers Industrial Union said it 
had beard two men were dead, 
but neither the union nor man- 
agement at the South African 
Coal, Oil and Gas Corp. 
(SASOL) could say which side 
had sustained the casualties. 

A strike by up to 15,000 che- 
mical workers and miners was 
scheduled Monday at the mines 
and coal-to-ofl plants near Secuo- 
da, east of Johannesburg, but 
SASOL spokesman Jan Kiyoauw 
said everyone had gone to work 
normally.. 

He announced several hours 
later the violence had occurred 
Sunday after the union held 
meetings “to convince workers to 
strike. 

'A significant number of em- 
resisted these actions and 
incidents of confronta- 
tion occurred during which three 
employees were injured. One of 
them later died,” Mr. Krynauw 
said. 

The strike at Secunda was cal- 


led to demand two paid holidays 
of significance to Macks. The 
National Union of Mmeworkers, 
engaged in the' counties largest- 
ever legal strike, said it believed 
the chemical workers’ action was 
in sympathy with its strike. 

The chemical workers, deman- 
ding May 1 — International 
Workers Day — and June 16 — 
anniversary of the 1976 Soweto 
riots — as holidays, said manage- 
ment had “moved swiftly” Sun- 
day night to block the strike. 

■ Mr. Kiynanw said the number 
of workers on the job Monday 
confirmed management’s belief 
that the strike ballots were 
“neither secret nor impartial and 
consequently neither valid run- a 
true reflection of the feelings of 
SASOL’s employes.” 

Cyril Ramapnosa, general- 
secretary of the 200,000-member 
National Union of Mmeworkers, 
said Sunday he thought the che- 
mical workers were “acting in 
solidarity with the miners. They 
could have delayed their strike.” 

- In the eight day of its strike 
against two-thirds of South Afri- 
ca's biggest gold and coal mines, 
the mmeworkers union accepted 
an invitation to meet Monday 
afternoon with the Anglo Amer- 
ican Corp., the country’s largest 
gold producer. 


2nd of U.K. septuplets dies 


LIVERPOOL, England (AP) — 
One of Britain’s six * 


septuplets died early Monday ; 
the survival chances for the re- 
maining five babies are less than 
SO per cent, their doctor said. ’ 

“]We are haring to support 
them entirely, as one would ex- 
pect with babies who are so prem- 
ature. The most fife-threatening 
thing is immatur ity of the Inngg. 
This leads to breathing failure 
and lots of other difficulties,’* 
said Dr. Richard Cooke, speak- 
ing in a British Broadcasting 
Corp. (BBC) television inter- 
view. 

• The other five babies — three 
girls and two boys — were re- 
ported in poor condition in Liver- 
pool General Hospital's intensive 
care neo-natal unit. 

A Mersey regional health au- 
thority spokesman identified die 
baby who died as Leah, the sixth 


born who weighed I lb. 4 oz. 
(-567 kilogramme). 

Britain’s first septuplets were 
born within seven rnmutes and 
nearly 15 weeks prematurely, 
early Saturday in tins northwest 
-England port city. One of them, a 
weighing 1 pound (0.454 
'25 minutes af- 



_ 5), died 

ter the Caesarean delivery. 

The parents, Susan and Neil 
Hahon, saw their children for the 
first time on Sunday. -Mrs. Hat- 
ton, 27, had been fallring fertility 
drags. 

“I knew they would be small 
But to see thou so tiny, it take 
your breath away,” said Ndl Hat- 
ton, 29. 

Erin, the fifth-born and the 
smallest, weighed 15 ounces 
(0.425 kilogramme), and the 
heaviest was first-born Liam, 1 
pound 10)4 ounces (0.680 kilog- 
ramme). 


U.S. contra funding hinges on Managua actions 


Tropical storm brings heavy 
rain to Vietnam, Thailand 


BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — 
Tropical storm Betty moved to- 
ward Burma Monday after strik- 
ing two Vietnamese provinces 
wFth winds of up to 115 
kilometres an hour and then 
weakening and pouring welcome 
ram on drought-stricken Thai- 
land. 

After hitting Vietnam and 
Laos, the weakened Betty en- 
tered Thailand Sunday night and 
brought heavy rain to impover- 
ished north eastern provinces 
where farmlands have been rav- 
aged by a severe rainy season 
drought. Meteorological Depart- 
ment officials said. 

The depression was moving at 
20 kilometres an hour in the 
northern province of Chiang Mai 
Monday afternoon and was ex- 
pected to enter Burma in the 
evening, said Sukit Yengusang, 
director of the department’s 
Weather Forecast Division. 

Mr. Sukit said there were no 


reports of injuries or damage 
Betty bad swirled across the 
South China Sea to Vietnam after 
battering the Philippines with 
typhoon force last week, killing at 
least 48 people and fearing more 
than 200,000 other homeless. 
The official Vietnam News 



provinces, south of the national 
capital of Hanoi, on Sunday and 
poured heavy rain along a wide 
swath of central Vietnam. 

The report, monitored in 
Bangkok, did not mention casual- 
ties or damage. 

It said the storm lashed the two 
provinces with mods ranging 
from 10 to 11 on the Beaufort 
Scale. 

A 10 on the scale means a gate 
with winds of 88 to 101 kilometres 
an hour while an 11 is a storm 
carrying winds of 102 to 115 
kilometres an hour. 
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WITH A LITTLE HIT OF LUCK 


East-West 

deals. 


vulnerable. North 


WEST 

*0853 

94 

0 K J 98 74 
*106 


NORTH 
4 A 7 2 
■7AKQ63 
0 A Q6 
♦ A3 

EAST 
4 K 10 6 
CIO 9 

0532 

♦ K J 8 64 


SOUTH 

4QJ4 

S7J87E2 

010 

♦ Q972 


The bidding: 
North East 

Sooth 

West 

20 

Pass 

29 

Pass 

2 NT 

Pass 

30 

Dble 

Paw 

Pass 

34 

Pass 

40 

Pass 

49 

Pass 

69 

Pass 

Pass 

Past 

Opening lead: Tea of * 



Dear Charlie: 

I had some hours to kill a few 
days ago, ao I decided to look in on 
Che trials to^elect the French Pairs 
for the World Olympiad in Miami. 
The results were pretty much ac- 
cording to form, hut I came away 
convinced mare than ever that It is 
better to be lucky than good! 

For example, consider this hand. 


North's two diamonds was an arti- 
ficial game-force and South's re- 
sponse was negative. When South 
bid three diamonds (a transfer to 
three hearts) West elected to re- 
veal his hand with a double. I am 
not sure what South's three spade 
bid was supposed to show, but ft 
excited North, who wasted no time 
in getting to slam. 

A spade lead would have settled 
matters early. However, West 
chose to lead a dub, and the hand 
now presented no problem for our 
declarer. He won the ace, cashed 
the ace of trumps and continued 
with a heart to the jack. A success- 
ful diamond finesse (how that fat- 
uous double calmed declarer's 
nerves) allowed South to discard a 
spade on the ace, and a diamond 
ruffed stripped that suit. . 

Declarer simply crossed bade to- 
dummy with a tramp and led the 
table’s chib. East was a goner. He 
won the king, hot he was left with 
an unpalatable choice. In the fond 
hope that his partner hdd the nine 
of dubs, he exited with a low card 
in that suit Declarer took the- 
marked finesse of the nine, and 
dummy's two spade kwen went on 
the dubs. 

I could only marvel at how easy a 
game bridge can be! 

As ever, 

Omar 


Pravda: 
Afghan 
reconciliation 
programme 
faces problems 

MOSCOW (R) — The Commun- 
ist Party newspaper Pravda said 
Monday the Soviet-backed 
Afghan g o ver nm ent bad ran into 
problems over its policy of 
national reconciliation and spoke 
of divisions in government ranks 
in Kabul 

Pravda said the reconciliation 
policy, which aims to end the 
government’s war with the 
rillas by bringing the 
Communist Party, some 
and other rebel forces together, 
had encountered one problem 



after another. 

“The more 
the 

has suoceded in 


part of 
forces 

— 

situation m some areas of the 


SANTA BARBARA, California 
£)' *— Two top adriseis 
to President Ronald Reagan say a 
decision on seeking renewed U.S. 
military assistance for the Nicara- 
guan rebels hinges on whether 
the Sandinista government will 
accept democratic reforms. 

National Security Adviser 
Frank Carincd also suggested 
Sunday that confusion over admi- 
uistration intentions steins from 
Mr. Reagan’s /’dual commit- 
ment” tot the pe 
cess and to the contra 
“The focus /really ought to be 
on what Nicaragua is doing, not 
what we aredoing,” Mr. Cariucd 
said. / 

But the' assurances offered by 
Mr. Cariucd and White House 
Chief of Staff Howard Baker Jr. 
in nationally broadcast interviews 
(fid tittle to comfort two Demo- 
cratic lawmakers. 

Mr. Cariucd emphasised that 
no decision has been made on 
whether to ask Congress for 
further military assistance on or 
after Sept 30. 

That’s the deadline set in a 
U.S. peace proposal for the San- 
gpverament headed by 
President Daniel Ortega to 
accept a series of democratic re- 
forms that could form the basis 
for a ceasefire. 


The 

earlier 


was advanced 
month by Mr. Reagan 


and House Speaker Jim Wright, 
an opposition Democrat Mr. 
Baker said Sunday that unless 
Managua agrees to negotiate a 
ceasefire vnth the contras and 
restores democratic freedoms, “I 
feel it is virtually certain the 
president will ask for additional 
military aid on or after Sept 30.” 

Mr. Baker and Mr. Carincd 
discussed tire issue white Mr. 
Reagan continued bis mwime r 
vacation in south ern C alifornia. 
They sought to minimise talk of 
discord within the administration 
over whether to abide strictly by 
the Reagan-Wright peace plan. 

The issue is said to be whether 
the administration will refrain 
from submitting a request to Con- 
gress jor new funding before 

Tm not going to comment on 
internal debates within the White 
Howe," Mr. Cariucd said on the 
U.S. television network NBCs 
Meet the Press programme. 

“There is no significant mis- 
understanding within die admi- 
nistration on the policy the presi- 
dent has pronounced,” Mr. Bak- 
er said on the U.S. television 
network GBCs Face the Nation. 

But Senator George Mitchell, 
an opposition Democrat inter- 


viewed ap)?fhe iUJL .-television 
network cABCs Hris* Week- With 
David Brinkley programme, said, 
“It’s dear in die last few days that 
there’s an internal division within 
the administration on how best to 
proceed with respect to the con- 
tras." 

Representative Lee Hamilton, 
also a Democrat, said on die 
NBC programme, “there has 
been some confusion about under 
what rirenmstanoes they (admi- 
nistration officials) will resume 
aid to the contras.” 

Questions about the Sept 30 
deadline arose when a senior 
administra tion official last Thurs- 
day called the contras an “insur- 
ance policy” against bad inten- 
tions on the part of Mr. Ortega’s 
government. 

The same official said the 
ad ininistia tison likely would “go 
up” to Capitol Hill during 
iber with a request for new 
y aid to the contras. 

Mr. Reagan, during his Satur- 
day radio address broadcast from 
his ranch in the nearby Santa 
Ynez Mountains, said, “our sup- 
port for the freedom fighters 
should continue until a satisfac- 
plan is in place, a 
has occtxrreo and a 
verifiable process of democratisa- 
tion is under way." 


fmShl tte Tamil Tigers to complete arms surrender 



“Does this not mean the 
national reconciliation policy has 
not been a success? Not at all. It 
has become dear that its imple- 
mentation has tinned out to be 
more difficult than could have 
been supposed.” 

Afghan leader Najib has also 
declared a unilateral ceasefire by 
government forces and an esti- 
mated 115,000 Soviet troops in 
Afghanistan. An increase in 
fighting has been reported since 
the ceasefire started in h 


Pravda said about 6,( 
had started cooperating with the 
government throughout the coun- 
try since the start of the year but 
others refused to sit down at the 
negotiating table and were using 
the “bluff tactics of poker 
players." 

It also referred to a lack of 
unanimity in Najir’s ruling Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Party (PDPA). 

“The difficulties of carrying oat 
the new policy aroused perplexity 
and pessimism in some: In those 
who sought the quick capitulation 
of the enemy and in those who did 
not know how or what to com- 
with the opposition for 
sing their posts,” it said. 
One of die difficulties faced by 
national reconciliation was that 
many Deoote had little nnder- 
politics and the policy 
the retraining of peo- 

t hoiking 



NEW DELHI (Agencies) — Sri 
Lanka’s largest Tamil rebel 
j, the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam, has agreed to sur- 
render the rest of its weapons 
on Tuesday, die Press 
Trust of India (PTI) said. 

Reporting Sunday night from 
the southern city of Madras, 
where the Tamil rebels have their 
headquarters, PTI quoted a Tiger 
spokesman as saying the group 
had decided to hand over its 
remaining arms following clar- 
ifications sik! assurances from the 
Indian government. 

A peace plan brokered by In- 
dia ended a bloody four-year 
battle for an independent home- 
land by Tamil guerrillas, but after 
beginning the arms handover 10 
dap ago, the Tigers held It up 
following what they claimed were 
ceasefire violations by Sri Iankan 
troops, particularly in Trinco- 
malee. 

PTI said Tigers leader Velnpil- 
lai Prabhakaran had received 
assurances from India, which has. 
more than 7,000 troops in the 
north and east of the island poKc- 
ine last month’s accord. 

Meanwhile Sri Lanka has post- 
poned lifting 4-year-old emergen- 
cy rule as called for by a peace 
accord because the aims surren- 
der by rebels has been slow and 
erratic, an official said Sunday. 

The emergency, which gives 
security forces sweeping powers 
to arrest and detain suspects, was 
scheduled to be lifted Saturday 


under the peace pact signed July 
29 by Indian Prime Minister Ra- 
jiv Gandhi and Sri Lankan Presi- 
dent Junius Jayewardene. 

But officials postponed die me- 
asure because the surrender of 
arms by Tamil guerrillas has been 
slow, said the official, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 

The peace pact is aimed at 

ending four years of Tamil ethnic 
war. Under the pact, Tamil rebels 
are to surrender arms, the gov- 
ernment is to release nearly 5,000 
Tamil suspects and call the army 
back to its main barracks. 

The Eelam Revolutionary 
Organisation of Students, an ally 
of the Liberation Tigers, com- 
pleted its surrender Saturday at 
the Palali Air Base. 

Indian peacekeeping troops — 
initially cheered by minority 
Tamils — seem to have over- 
stayed their welcome. Some resi- 
dents now fear the Indians won’t 
be leaving soon. 

Although turban-wearing Sikh 
soldiers and the smell of fried 
curry don’t upset many residents, 
Tamils say urn, heavy weapons, 
armoured personnel carriers and 1 
trucks shipped from nearby India 
are causing anxiety. 

Tamil residents said the resent- 
ment against the Indian troops 
started growing 10 days after they 
landed. 

“There were people who called 
them ‘our army' and waved them 
in,” said Thomas Sentil, a uni- 


versity student “Not anymore. 
Now only the Indians are wav- 
ing," he said. 

■ ‘ The Sinhalese feel (Sri Lank- 
an President Junius) Jayewar- 
dene has sold them down the 
drain by signing the accord, and 
Tamils feel Gandhi has let them 
down," Sentil said. “And the 
presence of thousands of Indian 
troops with their war-like armour 
is unnerving us Tamils.” 

The peace accord, opposed by 
many Sinhalese, gives substantial 
autonomy to minority T amils in 
the north and east None of the 
militant Tamil groups signed tins 
pact. 

Mr. Jayewardene has said the 
Indian troops will stay only as 
long as he wants them and that 
they are under his command, but 
opposition leaders grumble that 
the presence of the troops 
threatens Sri Lankans 
sovereignty. 

Indian soldiers have set up at 
least eight camps muter coconut 
groves and in paddy Adds be- 
tween Jaffha and Vavnniya, 140 
kilometres south. 

At the ramps, Sikh infantry- 
men carrying automatic rifles 
walk about while the aroma of 
huge pots cooking curried food 
the troops wafts By. 

At Mali Air Base, the mam 
Sri Lankan Air Force base in the 
north, Indian tanks and artillery 
are everywhere and the presence' 
.of Sri Lankan soldiers is nmrimaL 
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Elvis faithful end anniversary week 

MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) — Elvis Presley fens we re leaving 
Memphis on Monday Mowing MemotrondmD^ayo^i™ 
nmtangthe 10th annivenaiy of the smgef’sdeath .- Weioa 
wanted to be dose to Elvis at this time. Its such a special year, 
said Lorraine Punter of London as she looked over foe ran * 

i s grave. Ms. Punter, 



*5 

of 

gr 

The 

more 


CcicOiaunu. caucu — ■ ■ , 

than 50,000 tourists and fans to Presleys former residence, 
Graceland, and its souvenir shopping c^tre jnOTjgrs « the 
house said. The faithful came from the United States, France* 
Switzerland, Sweden, Japan and other foreign countries i to take 
part in dances, musical shows, memorial services, Elvis tnvia- 
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ors°and participants, said Tod3 Morgan, a spokesman 
me vrraceland division of Elvis Presley enterprises. “This whote 
week has been exactly what we expected it to be, Morgan saw. 
Members of the Elvis Country Fan Club of Austin, Texas, the 
primar y organisers of the annual vigil, released two white doves as 
tiie aU-nigntprocession ended. 

Homeless in London face eviction 

LONDON (AP) — Homeless people face eviction from their 
makeshift shelters of cardboard boxes, bags and newspapere 
under the railway bridge at Charing Cross in London, the Bntish 
Broadcasting Corp. (BBC) reported Monday. The she lters 
known as “cardboard city,” will be cleared away by Westmmste 
Council so that shops and offices can be built in the area, the BBC 
said. Since World War II, men and women have slept on tto 
side walks under the bridge. The salvation army estimates 10,000 
people are homeless in London. “There is nowhere for these 
people to go — our hostels are full,” said Michael Carroll of the 
St. Mungo Housing Trust, which runs shelters for the homeless. 
Wes tmins ter Council has said it will provide accommodation for 
homeless people who have, registered with local authorities. 

Turkish brothels lose their mirrors 

ANKARA (R) — Brothels in Izmir, western Turkey, have been 
ordered to remove their mirrors following a protests by the wives 
of patrons. The semi-official Anatolian Agency said some brothel 
owners had fixed mirro rs to walls and ce ilings to boost business, 
hit by AIDS fears and high summer temperatures. But wive s 
complained to a municipal prostitution committee which, after 
reflection, ordered the mirrors to be taken down and said 
offend in g owners would be fined. Most towns in Turkey have 
broth^ncensed by the municipality with a fixed scale of c 
and strict rales. Prostitutes have police permits and undergo 
regular health checks. 

y 

Liz Taylor discusses her drug addiction 


— Actress Elizabeth Taylor has said in an 
ion to drags and alcohol would have killed Iter 
sought treatment Ms. Taylor told Cosmopolitan 
magazine she “of course, absoi 


NEW YORK 
interview her 
had riie not 

, no question” would have 
'killed herself because she mixed alcohol and demerol, a pain 
loller to which she was addicted. “I was drinking Jack Daniels 
(whiskey) and soda along with the demerol and, of course, I was 
higher than a kite,” she said. She said nobody told her whiskey 
and demerol, which had been prescribed for her during tests for 
colitis, should not be taken together. She said her brother, 
Howard* three of her chfldrcn an (factor friend Roddy McDowell 
convinced her to seek treatment at -the Betty Ford Clinic in El 
Rancho Mirage, California, founded by the wife of former 
President Gerald Ford. The 55-year-old actress said she intro- 
duced herself at clinic meetings as “Elizabeth... an addict and an 
alcoholic.” She said she intended never to drink again. “I used to 
drink because I am shy... I'd drink thinking it gave me a sort of 
Dutch courage that would make it easier for me to talk, listen,” 
she said. “I could consume so much without getting drank. But 
then Fd come home, take my sleeping pills ana valium and wake 
up in the middle of the night, go to the bathroom and walk into a 
wall.” 

Chinese steal cargo from freighter 

HONG KONG (AP) — More than 100 Chinese villagers boarded 
a freighter that had run aground on the southern coast of China 
and ran off with the cargo, beating up four crewmen who tried to 
stop them, a pro-Peking newspaper reported Monday. Thirteen 
leaders of the hordes who raided the snip have been detained in 
the Awl 2 incident, in which losses exceeded 90,000 yuan 
($24,300), the Chinese-language Ta Kung Pao repented. Hie 
cargo was not identified. The Sbengang No. 1 cargo vessel of the 
Shantou Freight Co. ran aground on the coast of Lufeng county in 
Guangdong province one day after it left the port ofShantou in 
Fhjian province, headed for Canton, the report said. Villagers 
also stole all the equipment on the deck and the personal 
belongings of the crew, the report said. 

Dogs used to sniff out home brewing 

MOSCOW (R) — Police are using dogs to sniff out illegal liquor 
production in Soviet Kazakhstan homes, the trade union news- 
paper Trad has said. After special training, two dogs called Taiga 
and Palma had helped track down dozens of illicit distilleries m 
the Central Asian Republic. The Soviet press has reported an 
increase in home brewing since Kremlin leader Mikhail Got 
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oacliev cracked down on heavy d rinking limiting the opening 
boms of stores selling liquor and increasing the price of vodka and 
wine. 

Cypriot rapist gets 2 years 



Monday, ruuce rrosecutor George. roraieous 

the court that the girl, Kirsten Jensen, 21, spent just over t 
months searching in the environs of the tourist resort of A 
Napa for toe man who raped her in a beachside cave on May 
Jensen, who worked at Ayia Napa with a tourist company, fim 
recogmsed Nicos Nicolaou, 25, when she saw him dirrimzaca 
a nearly village on Aug. 1. She noted the car number and notif 
toepobce. Nfcofaou was promptly arrested and 
confessed, Pendeous sad Judge Takis Eliades said toattora 
rape was a crane punishable with a maximum of lifetoimS 
ment, he took mto consideration Nkolaou’s confession T 
saved Wnthe panfolexperience of appearing m-eout 
ordeal, the judge added. Jensen to nef ava SS« 



Glastonbury, the Engffah dty of feaendarv 
Mexico, and at Egypt's Pyramids, “PetmteanT 
cqoMonmess ” said Bfll Law, one of aSSRrKjS 



